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vo»;je>u  n 


preface.  *  ^v\ 

riAIlERE  is  scarse  any  story  so  little  \  \ 

I  pular,a»  that  of  Robi*  Hoob  and  Little  Jo,,K'  .  > 

far*  f/tere  art-  «Ao  look  upon  all  that  is  sand 

to  have  existed  no  where  but  in  the  fertile  brat* 
venting  poet.  Nor  is  this  the  opinion  of  art  unthmk^f^^lff‘ 
S I  have  often  heard  it  asserted  by  men of good  sense ;  *******  ^ 
.are  grossly  mistaken  is  very  certain :  J or  King  „ 

First,  transported  with  zeal,  blindly  sacrficcd  every  g  * 
and  mined  Himself,  and  almost  the  whole  nation ,  f, 

war  against  the  Infidels  in  the  Holy  Land,  where  lie  we*t  in 
-person.  The  intestine  troubles  of  England  f 

Mat  time,  and  even  John,  the  King’s  brother,  caballed  to  dc  * 
throne  him,  and  take  poscssion  of  his  kingdom.  This  was  an  op-. 

"  nort unity  which  the  Outlaws  and  Banditti  would  by  no  means  y 
'■  ^.icglectjand  England  was  every  where  infested  with  ^esand  , 

’  robbers.  But  amongst  those  none  made  so  considerable  .  % 

'  as  Robin  Hood;  who,  as  Historians  assure  n»,  „■ 

in  Yorkshire;  but  who,  if we  may  give  any  credit  to 
vur  old  Songs,  was  very  conversant  in  the  county  of  A otungfim  .  v. 
Besides  Little  John,  he  had  an  hundred  bowmen  m  his 
hut  none  but  the  rich  stood  in  awe  of  him  :  so  far  from  spoiltMm 
the  poor,  he  did  them  all  the  good  that  lay  in  fits  power.  tMwi 
the  rich,  he  seldom  abused  those  he  robbed,  and  never 
stop  or  rifle  any  woman,  it  is  not  positively  known  who  «*r^— 
V  but  the  general  opinion  of  the  Historians  is,  that  he  was 
t  Ueman  ;  by  birth  noble,  and  created  cm  Earl  for  some  consfom^m 
'  tie  service'  doge  to  his  country  in  war.  But  living  W% 

j. spent  his  estate,  he  took  that  way  of  living,  rather  choosxngm.^ 
!  venture  h  is  life  for  everything  he  got,  than  to  live  in  adepen^tO. 

'  state,  and  be  beholden  to  any  body  for  Ms  bread.  Hubert,  Arcffc* 

1  'bishop  of  Canterbury,  and  Chief  Justiciary  of  England,,  endea- 
>  vourirtg  all  he  could  to  suppress  those  robbers  and  outlaws, 

very  considerable  price  upon  the  head  of  Robin  Hood,  and  **- 
t  icral  stratagems  were  used  to  apprehend  him  ;  but  au  tnei/r# 
temps  proved  fruitless.  Force  he  repelled  by  force,  and  art  by 

J  f  , _ a  jr.  _ 4ft  A/»  7v>4td>r  ittJcCH  CttTC 


be  let  oiooa  ;  oui  me'iczvufi*  - o  •  jv w 

dcrable ,  it  proved  a  great  temptation  to  same  who  knew 

whom  he  was  betrayed  ;  and  instead  of  bleeding*  as -  he  demgsm 

he  was  blooded  to  death  about  the  latter  end  of  1305- 

following  Song  with  which  we  shall  begin  this  cottcMiofti 

I  need  not  say  any  thing  in  commendation 

beautiful,  unci  one  of  the  oldest  extant  on  that  subject.  One  thing 


zee.  must  observe  in  reading  it >  and  that  . 


DAMAGED  PAGE(S) 


P  It  E  F  A  C  E. 

*fanzas  we  must  suppose  a  considerable  time  to  pass ;  Clorinda 
'  "blight  be  a  very  forward  girl,  -if  between  Robin  Hood's  quest  ion 
'  rnd  her  answer  we  did  not  suppose  two  or  three  hours  to  have 
jji' t  been  spent  in  courtsh  ip .  And  between  Robin  Hood's  being  enter¬ 
tained  at  'GameweUhall,  and  liis  having  ninety-three  bowmen  in 
*■  Sherwood,  we  must  allow  some,  years.  I  know  not  how  our  n  i¬ 
nes  will  relish  this  ;  but  1  would  ha  ve  them  remember  that  the 
poets  of  old  Scorned  to  curb  the  poetic  fire  to  give  way  to  dull 
rule .  They  had  no  tedious  comment  upon  Aristotle  to  consult; 
770  Bosses  nor  Dennis's  id  guide  (hem.  Their  works  were  the 
first  fight  of  a  lively  imagination:  and  ports  were  looked  upon . 
tike  other  Englishmen,  born  to  live  and  write  with  Freedom. 
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1.  The  Pedigree ,  Education  and  Marriage  of  Robin  Hood  with . 

Clorinda ,  Queen  of  Tidbury  Feast. 

Supposed  to  be  related  by  the  Fiddlers  who  played  at  tl+eir 

Wedding. 

KIND  gentlemen  will  ye  be  filent  a  while,. 

aye,  and  then  ye  fliall  hear  anon,  . 

A  very  good  ballad  of  Robin  Hood, 
and  of  his  brave  man  Little  John. 

In  Lock  (ley  town  in  merry  Nottinghamlhire,  * 
in  merry  fweet  Locklley  town,  . 

There  bold  Robin  Hood,  he  was  born  and  bred, 
bold  Robin  of  famous  renown. 

The  father  of  Robin  a  fdrefter  was, 
and  he  ihot  with  a  lufty  ftrong  bow, 

Two  north  country  miles  and  an  inch  at  a  Ihot, 
as  the  finder  of  Wakefield  does  know. 

For  they  brought  Adam  Bell,  and  Clim  of  the 
and  William  of  Cloudefley,  [Clough, 

To  (hoot  with  the  forefter  for  forty  marks, 
and  the  forefter  beat  them  all  three, 

Ills  mother  was  niece  to  the  Coventry  Knight, 
whom  Warwickfhire  men  call  _S,ir  Guy,  • 

For  he  flew  the  blue  boar  that  hangs  up  at  his  Gate 
or  my  hoft  at  the  Bull  tells  a  lie. 

Her  brothel1  was  Gameweil,  ot  great  Game  well  Hal 
a  noble  houfekeeper  was  he,  A 


INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 


1 


P  R  E  FACE. 


i yds  we  must  suppose  a  considerable  time  to  pass  ;  Clorinda 
• ht  be  a  very  forward  girl,  if  between  Robin  Hood's  question 
d  her  answer  we  did  not  suppose  two  or  three*  hours  to  have 
bccnrfpent  in  courtship.  And  between  Robin  Hood's  being  enter¬ 


tained  at  Gameweli  hall,  and  his  having  ninety-three  bowmen  in 


Sherwood,  we  must  allow  some  years.  I  know  not  how  our  cri¬ 
tics  will  relish  this  ;  but  I  -would  have  them  remember  that  the 
p  oets  of  old  Scorned  to  curb  the  poetic  fire  to  give  way  to  dull 
rule.  They  had  no  tedious  comment  upon  Aristotle  to  consult; 
no  Bosses  nor  Dennis's  to  guide  Ijieni.  Their  -coifs  were  the 
first  fiigfil  of  a  lively  imogi  nation :  and  poets  were  lopked  upon, 
like  Other  Englishmen,  born  to  live  and  write  with  Freedom. 
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1.  The  Pedigree f  Education  and  Marriage  of  Robin  Hood  with , 
Clorinda,  Queen  of  Tidbury  Feast.  r 
Supposed  to  be  related  by  the  Fiddlers  who  played  at  their 

Wedding •  *  '&'■'£  { 

KIND  gentlemen  will  ye  be  filent  a  yvhite^  ,  -i 

aye,  and  then  ye  fhall  hear  anon,  ,  .i 

A  very  good  ballad  of  Robin  Hood, 
and  of  his  brave  man  Littlejohn. 

In  Lockfley  town  in  merry  Nottinghamfhire,  * 
in  merry  fwdet  Locklley  town,  .  ( 

There  bold  Robin  Hood,  he  was  born  and  bred,  ' 
bold  Robin  of  famous  renown.  *  >/;■ 

The  -father  of  Robin  a  forefter  was, 

and  he  (hot  with  a  lofty  ftrong  bow*  jj 

Two  north  country  miles  and  an  inch  at  a,  (hot, 
as  the  Finder  of  Wakefield  does  know*'  - 
For  they  brought  Adam  Bell,  and  Clim  of  the  j 
and  William  of  Cloude (ley,  ■  [Clough* 

To  (hoot  with  the  forefter  for  forty  marks,' 

•  and  the  forefter  beat  them  all  three* 

HiS  mother  was  niece  to  the  Coventry  Knight, 

.  .whom  Warwickfhire  men  caller  Guy,  • 

For  he 'flew  the  blue  boar  that  hafrgS  up  a<  hU  Gate^ 
.  pr  my  hoft  at  the  Bull  tells  a  lie.  3  •  / 

Her  brothef  was  Gamewell,  of  great  Game -Veil ’HdlJ 
'  a  noble  houfekeeper  was  he,  A  3 


W  '  <  6  >  .  t 

pAs  ever  broke  bread  in  fweet  Nottinghamflure,  . 
and  a  ’Squire  of  fanious  degree. 

The  mother  of  Robin  faid  to  her  hufband, 
my  hc-^y,  my  love,  and  my  dear. 

Let  Robin  and  I  ride  this  morn  to  Gamewell, 
to  tafte  of  my  brother's  good  cheer.. 

And  he  said,  I  grant  thee  thy  boon,  gentle  Joan, 
take  one  of  my  horfes,  I  pray  l . 

The  sun  is  rifmg,  and  therefore  make  h&fte, 

fox  to  morrow  is  Chriftmas  Day.  ,  • 

Then  Robin i food’s  father’s  grey  gelding  was  brought 
.  .  and  saddled  and  bridled  was  he  j 
O  what  a  blue  bonnet,  his  new  fuit  of  clothes, 
r  find  a  cloak  that  hung  down  to  his  knee. 

She  got  on  her  holiday  kittle  and  gown, 

V  they  where  all  of  a  light  Lincoln  green  :  \ 

;  The  cloth  was  home-fpun,  but  for  colour  anid  make, 
it  might  have  befeemed  our  queen. 

And  then  Robin  got  on  his  baiket-hilt  fword, 
and  a  dagger  on  the  other  fide / 

And  said,  mv  dear  mother,  let’s  hafte  to  be  gone, 
we  have  forty  long  miles  for  to  ride. 

(Wfi^n  Robin  had  mounted  his  gelding  fo  grey, 
his  father  without  any  trouble, 

I  Set-  her  up  behind  him,  and  bid  h&r  not  fear, 

his  gelded  had  oft  carried  double.  hours. 

And  when  (he  was  fettled,  they  rode  to  their  neigh- 
and  drank  and  ihook  hands  with  ’em  all, 


W  then  Robin  gallopp’d  and  never  gave  over, 
till  they  alighted  at  Gamewell  Hall.  ■  .... 

\nd  now  you  may  think  the  right  worflnpful  fquire 
was  joyful  his  fider  to  fee  ;  ‘ 

Te  kiss’d  her  and  kiss’d  her,  and  fwore  a  great  oath, 
;  tfeou"art  welcome,  kind  fitter,  to  me.  . 

morrpw  when  mafshad  been  faid  in  the  chapdl, 
tCx  tables  were  covered  in  the  Hall ; 

'  dire  and  made  a  (hort  fpeech 


in  came  t 


it  was  gentlemen,  you’.re  welcome  all,  / 

But  not  a  man  here  fhalltafte  my  March  beer,  ^ 

till  a  Chriftma9  carol  he  does  ung. 

Then  all  clapt  their  hands,  they  Ihouted  and  fung, 

i; 

*  AnTnobk  Seor^  Gamewell  laid  eat  and  be  merry, 

and  drink  as  long  as  you  re  able,  <  . 

When  dinner  was  over  his  chaplain  faid  grace,  ,  , 

and  be  merry,  my  friends,  Caid  , the  Squire., 

It  rains  and  it  blows.but  call  for  ale, 

and  lay  fome  more  wood  on  the  hre. 

‘  And  now  call  ye  Little' John  unto  me,  .  . 

for  Little  John  is  a  find  lad,  ., 

*  At  gambols,  jugging,  and  twenty  fuch  tricks, 

W  as  (hall  make  you  both  merry  and  glad 

When  Little  John  came,  to  gambols  they  went, 

both  gentlemen,  yeomen,  and  down. 

And  what  do  you  think  r  why,  as  true  as  1  live, 
bold  Robin  Hood  put  them  all  down.  . 

And  now  you  may  think  the  right  worlhip.ul  Squ.re 
was  joyful  thL  sight  for  to  fee  ;  , 

For  he  faid,  coufin  Robin,  thou  goeft  no  more  home, 
but  tarry  and  dwell  here  with  me.  ,  _;:W, 

Jk.  1  hou  (halt  have  my  land  when  1  die  ;  and  tift  Jnen 

thou  (halt  be  the  ftaflf  of  my  age,  - 

lien  grant  me  my  boon,  dear  uncle,  fays  Rob  > 
that  Little  John  may  be  my  page.  ,  ...  -.f 

And  he  faid,  kind  coufin,  I  grant  thee  thy  boon, 
with  all  my  heart,,  fo  let  it  be.  _ 

Then  come  hither,  Littlejohn,  faid  Rohm  Hp®*, 
,  come  hither  my  page,  unto  me.  .  f  , 

Go  fetch  my  bow,  my  °° +>, 

and  broadeft  arrows  on^i  t^o  oT  three  }  v  . 

And  when  ’tis  fair  weather,  tell  into  Sherwood, 

„  fome  merry  paftime  for  to  fee,  , 


— — — 

*  . .  '  \  ' 

(  8  ) 

When  Robin  came  into  merry  Sherwood, 
he  winded  his  bugle  fo  clear ; 

And  twice  five  and  twenty  good  yeomen  and  bold. 
Before  Robin  Hood  did  appear. 

Where  are  your  companions,  faid  bold  Robin, 
for  ftill  I  want  forty  and  three  ? 

Then  faid  a  bold  yeoman,  lo  yonder  they  Hand, 
all  under,  the  Green  Wood  Tree. 

As  that  word  was  fpoke,  Clorinda  came  by, 
the  queen  of  Ihepherds  (was  (hey 

And  her  gown  was  velvet  as  green  as  the  grafs, 
and  he;  buflein  did  reach  to  her  knee. 


Her  gait  it  was  graceful,  her  body  was  ftraight, 
and  her  countenance  free  from  pride , 

A  bow  in  her  hand,  and  a  quiver  of  arrows, 
hung  dangling  down  her  fweet  fide. 

Her  eye-brows  were  black,  aye,  and  so  was  her  hair, 
and  her  llcin  was  as  fmooth  as  glafs  ; 

Her  vifage  fpoke  wifdom  and  model!  y  too, 
not  with  Robin  Hood  was  fuch  a  fafs. 

Says  Robin  Hood,  lady  fair,  whither  a  way, 

O  whither  fair  lady  away  -? 

And  Ihe  made  him  anfwer,  to  kill  a  fat  buck; 

for  to-morrow  is  Tidbury  day. 

Said  bold  Robin  Hood,  lady  fair,  wander  with  me 
a  little  to  yonder  green  bow’ry 
There  fit  down  to  reft  you,  and  you  may  be  fure 
of  a  brace  or  a  lealh  in  an  hour. 

And  as  they  were  going  towards  the  green  bow’r, 
two  hundred  fat  bucks  they  efpy’d. 

She  chose  ou'  the  fatteft  that  was  in  the  herd, 
and  lliot  him  through  fide  to  fide. 

By  the  faith  of  my  body,  fays  bold  lloDin  Hood, 
I  never  favv  a  woman  like  thee; 

And  corn’ll  thou  from  thjrealt,or  corn'll  thou  from 
thoureed.ft  not  beg  venil’on  of  nu  .  [welt, 


However  along  to  nay  bower  thou  (halt  go. 

and  tafte  of  afoyefter’s  meat,- 
And  whep  they  came  there  they  found  as  good  cheer, 
as  any  man  need  to  eat. 

(For  there  was  hot  yenifion,  and  warden  pies  cold, 

cream  blotted,  and  honey-combs  plenty  ; 

.And  the  ferviters  were  befides  Little  John, 
good  yeomen  at  leaft  -  our  and  twenty.. 

Clorinda  faid,  tell  me  your  name,  gentle  Sir, 

and  he  faid  ’tis  bold  Rob.in  Hood  ;  , 

’Squir  e  Gamewell’s  my  uncle,  but  all  my  delight  . 

is  to  dwell  in  merry  Sherwood. 

For  ’tis  a  fine  life,  and  void  of  all  ftrifc;;  ? 

fo  ’tis.  Sir.  Clorinda  reply ’d ;  .  . 

But  O  1  faid  bold  Robin,. how  fweet  would  it  be 

*  if  Clorinda  would  be  my  fweet  bride. 

"she  blulh’d  at  the  motion,  yet  after  a  paufe, 

faid  yes,  Sir,  and  with  all  my  heart, 

Then  let  u's  fend  for  a  prieft,  faid  Robin  Hood, 

and  be  married  before  we  do  part.  .  .  , 

But  fhe  faid,  it  may  not  be  fo,  gentle  Sir, 
for  I  muft  be  at  Tidbury  feaft  ; 

And  if  Robin  Hood  will  go  thither  with  me. 

I'll  make  him  a  moft  welcome  gueft. 

Said  Robin  Hood,  reach  me  that  buck.  Little  John, 

•  for  I’ll  go  along  w  ith  my  dear  ;  . 

■  And- bid  my  yeomen  kid  fix  brace  of  bucks, 

and  meet  me  to  morrow  juft  here. 

Before  we  had  gone  five  Staffordshire  miles, 
eight  yeomen  that  were  too  bold. 

Bid  Robin  ftand  and  deliver  his  buck, 
a  truer  tale  never  was  told,  •  ••  • ;  , 

I  will  not,  faith,  faid  bold  Robin,  Come,  John, 
ftand  by  me  and  we’ll  beat  them  all ; 

They  both  drew  their  fwords,  and  fo  cut  ’em  and 
that  five  out  of  the  eight  did  fall.  [flafh’d  ’em 


(  IO  ) 

The  three  that  remain’d  call’d  to  Robin  for  quarter, 
and  pitiful  John  begg’d  their  lives ; 

When  John’s  boon  was  granted:  he  gave  them  good 
and  fent  them  home  to  their  wives.  counfel. 

This  battle  was  fought  near  Tiabury  town, 
when  the  bagpipes  baited  the  bull  ; 

I'm  king  of  the  fiddlers,  and  I  swear ’tia  truth, 
and  I  call  him  that  denies  it  a  gull. 

For  I  faw  them  fighting,  and  fiddled  the  while, 
and  Clorinda  sung' Hey  derry  down; 

The  bumpkins  are  beaten,  pot  up  thy  fword  Bob, 
and  now  let’s  dance  into  th©  town. 

Before  we  came  in  we  heard  ftrange  fliouting, 
an? all  that  were  in  it  look’d  madly : 

For  feme  where  a  bull  back,  fome  dancing  a  morrice, 
•and  fome  finging  Arthur  o’  Bradley: 

And  there  we  faw  Thomas,  our  juftice*s  clerk, 
and  Mary  to  whom  he  was  kind/ 

For  Tom  rode  before  her,  and  call’d  Mary  madam, 
and  kifs’d  her  full  fweetly  behind. 

And  fo  may  your  worfhipsv  but  we  went  to  dinner, 
with  Thomas,  and  Mary,  and  Nan, 

They  all  drank  a  health  to  Clorinda,  and  told  her 
bold  Robin  Hood  was  a  fine  man* 

When  ditmer  was  ended.  Sir  Roger,  the  parfon 
of  D  unbridge,  wa3  fent  for  in  hafte, 

He  brought  his  mafs  book,  and  bid  them  take  bauds, 
and  he  join’d  them  in  marriage  full  faft. 

And  then  as  bold  Robin  Hood  and  his  bride 
went  hand  in  hand  to  the  green  bow’r, 

The  birds  fung  with  pleasure  in  merry  fherwood, 
and  it  was  a  moll  joyful  hour. 

And  when  Robin  Hood  came  in  fight  of  the  baW’tV 
where  are  my  yeomen  »  faidhe  ;  '  ,  .  J  Y  . 

Apd  Little  John  anfwcred,  lo,  yohder  they  ftand 
all  under  the  Green  Wood  Tree*  ‘  " 


a  garland  they  brought her  by  two  and  by  tw, 

"* ««  all  fell  • 
il^feef^^pleca 

Ufag  *!‘'m  1"  Sl‘ee»°°d-  .- 


„  ,.  HMd’s  Progress  in  Nottingham,  intchichhe  ex 
Holm  Hoods  rT<>&ificea  For£tUrs. 

xj  OB1N  HOOD  wa*  a  tall  young  mao, 

&  of  fifteen  winters  old  , 

«i  r** 

of  courage  ftout  and*  boT’  _ 
wkb  the  generals  for  to  dine  > 


What  news,  what  news,  faid  bold  Hobiti  Hood, 
what  news  fain  would'ft  thou  know  ?  ^ 

Our  king  hath  provided  a  (hooting  match, 

and  i  am  ready  with  my  bow.  * 

We  hold  it  in  fc’orn,  faid  the  fifteen  forefters, 
that  ever  a  boy  so  young  -  % 

Should  bear  a  bow  before  our  king, 
that’s  not  able  to  draw  one  firing,’ 

I’ll  hold  you  twenty  marks,  faid  bold  Robin  Hood 
by  the  leave  of  our  lady. 

That  I’ll  hit  the  mark  an  hundred  rood, 
and  I’ll  caufe  an  hart  to  die. 

We'll  hold  you  twenty  marks,  faid  the  forefters, 

by  the  leave  of  oar  lady,  ^ 

Thou  hits  qot  the  mark,  an  hundred  rood, 
nor  caafe  the  hart  to  die. 

Robin  Hobd  bent  his  noble  good  bow, 
atid  a  broad  arrow  he  let  .fly, 

He  hit  the  mark  an  hundred  rood, 

.  and  caufed  an  hart  to. die. 

Some  fay  he  broke  ribs  one  or  two', 
and  fomc  fay  he  broke  three  : 

The  arrow'  in  the  hart  would  not  abide, 

but  glanc’d  in  two  or  three.  I 

1  he  hart  did  skip,  and  the  hart  did  leap, 

"  and  the  hart  lay  on  the  ground  ;  . . 

The  wager’s  mine,  faid1  hold  Robin  Hood, 
if  it  wetfe  'for  a  thoufand  pound-  '  ... 

The  wsgyr’s  none  of  thine,  laid  the  fifteetf  foreilers, 
altho’  thou  he  in  hafte  ; 

Take  up  thy  bow  and  get  tVee  hence, 

left  we  thy  Tides  do  hafte. 

Robin  took  up  his  r.obie  good  bow, 
an  1  hfs  broad  arrows 


And  Robin  being  pleat’d,  began  ^  « 

as  be  went  over  the  pU«nt, 

Then  Robin  Hood  bcpthis  npble  good  bow, 
and  his  arrows  he  let  Jyv  •  A  <  ; 

Till  fourteen  of  the  fifteen  forefters 
upotr  the  ground  did  lie.' 

He  that  did  the  quarrel  firft  begm 

,p;r.g  o’er  the  plain  ;  , 

Hood  bent  his  noble  good  bow, 

archer,  faid  Robin  Hood, 


went  tripping  oer  tne  piaip  , 

But  Robin  Hood  bent  his  noble  good  bow, 

and  fetch’d  him  back  again. 

You  said  I  was  no  archer,  faid  Robm  Hood, 

But  fay  fo  now  again: 

With  that  he  sent  another  arrow, 

and  fplet  his  head  in  twain.  Hoo< 

You  have  found  me  an  archer,  fays  bold  Robin  Hoc* 

which  will  make  your  wives  to  wring, 

And  wifh  you  had  never  faid  the  word , . 

that  I  could  not  have  drawn  one  ftnng. 

The  people  who  did  live  in  fair  Nottingham, 
came  running  out  amain,  >  .  .  , ' 

Suppofing  to  have  taken  bold  Robin  Hood, 

who  had  the  forefters  (lain.  '  y 

,  Some  loft  legs  and  some  loft  arms, 
and  feme  did  lofe  their  blood  • 

But  Robin  he  took  up  his  noble  good  bow, 
and  is  gone  to  the  merry  Green  Wood. 

They  earned  thefe  forrefters  to  fair  Nottingham, 
‘as  many  there  did  know,  -  , 

And  digged  them  graves  in  their  church  yard, 
and  burned  them  all  on  a  row: 


JtoK.  Hoed  end  fe  Ml, 

how  he  Jbughtvwiik  Bobtn  Hood ,  WiU  biauei,  «» 

John,  a  long  Summer's  Day.  .  . 


IN  Wakefield  there  lives  a  jolly  Pinder, 

In  Wakefield  all  on  the  green, 

'  In  Wakefield  all  on  the  green, 

There  is  never  a  knight  nor  'fquire  said  the  Pinder, 
Nor  baron  fo  bold,  nor  baron  fo  bold. 
Dare  make  a  trefpafs  to  the  town  of  Wakefield, 
But  his  pledge  goes  to  the  pinfold 
All  this  was  heard -by  three  witty  young  men, 
‘Twas  Robin  Hood,  Scarlet, and  John, 

With  that  they  efpied  the  jolly  Pinder,  • 

As  he  fat  under  a  thorn. 

Now  turn  again,  turn  again,  said  the  Pinder^ 

For  a  wrong  way  you  have  gone  : 

For  you  have  forfaken  the  king's  highway, 

.  And  made  a  path  over  the  corn. 

O  that  is  a  Ihame,  faid  jolly  Robin, 

We  being  three,  and  thou  but  one- 
The  Pinder  leap'd  back  then  thirty  good  feet, 
'Twas  fhirty  -good  feet  and  one. 

He  leaned  his  back  fall  to  a  thorn. 

And  his  foot  againft  a  {tone, ' 

And  there  he  fought  a  long  summer's  day. 

And  a  summer's  day  fo  long, 

‘Till  that  their  f words  and  their  broad 
Were  broken  fall  in  their  hands. 

Hold  thy  hand  hold  thy  hand,  said  bold  Robin 
And  my  merry  men  every  on# ; 


';V' 

For  this  is  one  of  the  heft  Piodert?’  ;  ;  t 
Thai  eve*  1  trjr‘d  with  a  fword.  j? /  }/  " 

And  wilt  thou  forsake  thy  pinder«8  craft, 

And  live  in  the  Green  Wood  with  me  ; 

At  Michaelmas  neat  my  covenant  comes  out,  . 

When  every  man  gathers  his  fee. 

Then  1‘lltake  my  blue  blade, in  my  hand. 

And  plod  to  the  Green  Wood  with  thee.  ^^^ 
Haft  thou  either  meat  or  drink,  faid  Robin  Hood 
For  my  merry  men  and  me. 

I- have  both  bread  ai\d  beef,  faid  the  Pmder, 

And  good  ale  of  the  best  *•  *  . 

And  that's  good  meat  enough,  laid  bold  Robin, 
For  fuch  unbidden  guests. 

O,  wilt  thou  forsake  thy  pinder's  craft. 

And  go  to  the  Green  Wood  with  me. 

Thou  (halt  have  a  livery  twice  a  year,  ^ 

One  green  and  the  other  brown  mail  be. 

If  Michaelmas  once  was  .come  and  gone, 

And  my  master  bad  paid  memy  fee. 

Then  w9uld  1  fet  as, little  by  him, 

As  my  matter  d<^h  by  me. ,  h  .  , 


Robin  Hood  and  the  Bishop, 
vent  to  an  old  Woman's  house  an 4 

to  escape  from  the  Bishop  ;  and  how  he  robbed  him  of  all  h 

Gold,  and  made  hitn  singMatt- 

'S  OME  gentlemen  all,  and  liften  awhile. 

With  a  bey  down,  down,  and  a  down , 


(  *6  )  „ 

J  And  a  ftory  to  you  I‘ll  unfold  ;  A 

I ‘U  tell  you  how  Robin  Hood  ferved  the  bilhop. 
When  he  robbed  him  of  hi#  gold* 

As  it  fell  out  on  a  fun-lbiny  day. 

When  Phoebus  was  in  his  prime. 

Bold  flobin  Hood,  that  archer  good. 

In  .  mirth  would  fpend  fome  time. 

And  as  he  walked  the  foreft  along. 

Some  paftime  for  to  fpy. 

There  he  was  aware  of  a  proud  bilhop. 

And  of  all  his  company, 

O  what  (hall  1  do,  faid  Robin  Hood  then. 

If  the  bifhopjhe  (hould  take  me  ,* 

Nq  mercy  he ‘11  ilhew  unto  me,  I  know. 
Therefore  away  I‘ll  flee. 

Then  Robin  was  flout,  and  turn’d  him  about. 
And  a  little  house  there  did  fpy ; 

And  to  an  old  wife,  to  fpare  his  life. 

He  aloud  began  to  cry. 

Why,  who  art  thou, 'faid  the  old  woman. 

Come  tell  to  me  for  good  ? 

1  am  an  Outlaw,  as  many  do  know. 

My  name  it  is  Robin  Hood. 

And  yonder’s  the  bishop  and  all  hw  men, 

A  fed  if  that  I  taken  he. 

Then  day  and  night  he^ll  work  me  fpite, 

•  And  hanged  L  (ball  be. 

If  tiiioube  Robin  Hood !  faid  the  old  woman* 
v  ‘  As  thou  doth  seem  to  be, 

1*11  for  the  provide,  thy  perfon  to  hide, 

From  the  bilhop  and  His  company. 

Tor  1  remember  one  Saturday  night. 

Thou  brought- me  both  dioes  and  hose. 
Therefore  I’ll  provide  thy  perfon  to  hide. 

And  keep  thee  from  thy  foea. 

'  Then  give  me  soon  thy  coat  of 


(  «7  )' 

And  take  thou  my  mantle  of  green  . 

Thy  Jpindle  and  twine  unto  me  refign. 

And  take  thou  my  arrows  fa  keen. 

And  when  Robin  Hood  was  thus  array  d, 

He  went  ftraight  to  his  company.  . 

With  the  fpindle  and  twine  he  oft  looked  behi  , 

For  the  bithop  and  his'eompany . 

Oh,  who  is  yonder,  quoth  Little  Jo  nj 
That  now  comes  over  the  lee, 

Aft  arrow  at  her  1  will  let  fly*  ■ 

So  like  an  old  witch  looks  the.  ,  . 

HoM  ,h,  tad,  hold  thy  hood,  fold  Kobto  Hood  then 

And  lhoot  notnhy  arrow  $o  keen  . 

I  am  Robin  Hood,  thy  mailer  good. 

As  quickly  foall  be  feen:  , 

The  bithop  he  came  to  the  old  woman  8  ho  J  . 

And  called  with  a  furious  mood, 

Come  let  me  fee,  and  bring  unto  me, 

The  traitor  Robin  Hood.  . 

1  he  old  woman  the  fat  on  a  milk  white  fteed,  . 

Himfelf  on  a  dapple  grey. 

And  for  joy  he  had  got  Robin  Hood, 

He  went  laughing  all  the  way.  ‘ 

But  as  they  were  riding  the  foreft  along, 

The  bishop  he  chanced  to  fee, 

A  hundred  brave  bowmen,  flout  and  bol  , 

Stood  under  the  Green  Wood  tree. - 
O.  who  is  yonder,  the  bishop  8‘  *  '' 

That  s  ranging  within  >  ooder  wop  - 
Marry,  fays  the  old  woman,  I  take  itto,cc 
A  man  calle  •  Robin,  Hood.  .  •  N  .• 
Why,  who  art  thou,  the  bishop  said, 

Wj.ictv  J  have  her*  with  md  ?  . .  . 

Why,  l km  a  woman  thou  cuckoldy  bishop* 

Lift  up  my  leg  and.  tee.  ,  «  ’ 

Then  v-oc  is  me,  the  bithop  he  (aid, 


That  ever  I  faw  this  day  : 

He  turn’d  him  about,  but  Robin  Hood  ftottt. 
Call’d  to  him  and  bid  him  to  ftay. 

Then  Robin  took  hold  of  the  bishop  s  horfe, 
And'  tied  him  faft  to  a  tree. 

Then  Liit?e  John  smiled  his  mafter  upon, 

For  the  joy  of  his  company, 

Robin  Hood  took  his  mantle  fromhis  back. 
And  fpread  it  upon  the  ground. 

And  out  of  the  bishop‘s  portmanteau  he. 

Soon  told  five  hundred  pounds. 

Naur  let  him  go,  faid  Robin  Hood  s 
*  'fiaid  Little  John  that  cannot  be. 

For  I  vow  and  proteft  he  (hall  fing  us  a  mafs,  » 
Before  that  he  goes  from  me. 

Then  Robin  he  took  the  bishop  by  the  hand. 
And  bound  him  faft  unto  a  tree  ; 

And  made  him  fing  a  mafs,  God  wot. 

To  him  and  his  yeomanry. 

And  then  they  brought  him  through  the  wood 
And  let  him  on  his  dapple  grey. 

And  gave  him  the  tail  within  his  hand. 

And  bid  him  for  Robin  Hood  pray. 


5.  Robin  Hood  and  the  Butcher ,  Shewing 
Sheriff  of  Nottingham. 


OME  all  you  brave  gallants  and  liften  awhile. 
With  a  hey  down,  down, and  a  down. 


(  *9.  ) 

That' are  this  bower  within  ; 

For  of  Robin,  Hood  that  archer  good* 

A  fong  I  intend  For  to  sing. 

Upon  a  time  it  chanced  f«V  • 

*old  Robin  in  the  foreft  did  eipy, 

A  iolly  butcher  with  a  fine  mare. 

With  his  flefh  to  the  market  did  hie. 

Good  morrow,  good  fellow,  faid  bold  Robin, 
What  food  haft  thou,  tell  unto  me  ? 

Thy  trade  to  me  tell,  and  where  thou  dost  dwell; 

For  I  like  well  thy  cqmpatty. 

The  buteher  he  anfwered  bold  Robin, 

No  matter  where  I  do  dwell ; 

Fora  butcher  I  am,  and  to  .Nottingham 
I  am  going  my  flelh  for  to  fell.  ^  .  . 

What‘8  the  price  of  thy  flefh  *  faid  bold  Robin, 
Come  teU  it  unto  me,  . 

And  the  price  of  thy  mare,  be  (he  ever  fo  dear. 
For  a  butcher  I  fain  would  be. 

The  pric^  of  my  flefh,  the  butcher  reply  d, 

I  will  foon  tell  unto  thee  j 
With  my  bonny  mare,  they  are  not  too  dear. 
Four  marks  thou  must  give  imto.me.  x 
Four  marks  I  will  give  thee,  faid  bold  Robm,. 

Four  marks  it  fhall  be  thy  fee  ? 

The  money- come  count,  and  let  me  mount, 

For  a  butcher  I  fain  would  be.  v 

Now  Robin  he  is  to  Nottingham  gone. 

His  butchering  trade  to  begin; 

With  a  good  intent  to  the  fhenff  he  went. 

And  there  he  took  up  his  ten.  . 

When  the  other  butchers  did  open  their  mops; 

Bold  Robin  he  then  begun ; 

But  bow  for  to  feU,  he  knew  not  well. 

For  a  butcher  he  was  but  young. 

When  the  other  butchers  no  meat  could  lei!,' 
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Robin  he  got  both  gold  and  fee  ; 

For  he  fold  more  meat  for  one  penny. 

Than  others  could  do  for  three. 

But  when  he  sold  his  meat  fo  faft. 

No  butcher  by  him  could  thrive  ; 

For  he  fold  more  meat  for  one  penny. 

Than  others  could  do  for  five. 

Which  made  the  butchers  of  Nottingham, 

To  study  as  they  did  stand. 

Saying,  furely  he  is  fome  prodigal. 

That  has  fold  his  father’s  land. 

The  butchers  they  Hepped  up  to  jolly  Robin, 
Acquainted  with  him  for.  to  be  ,* 

Come  brother,  one  faid,  we  be  all  of  ope  trade, 
Come  will  you  go  dine  with  me  ? 

Aecurfed  be  hia  heart,  faid  jolly  Robin, 

That  a  butcher  will  deny, 

I  will  go  with  you, .my  brethren  true, 

As  fail  as  1  can  hie. 

But  when  they  to  the  Ihcriff  s  houfe  came, 

To  dinner  they  highed  apace. 

And  Robin  Hood  he  the  man  muft  be. 

Before  themjdl  to  fay  grace. 

Pray  God  blefs  you  all  faid  jolly  Robin, 

And  our  meat  within  this  place  s 
A  cup  of  fack  fo  good,  will  nourish  our  blood. 
And  so  I  end  my  grace. 

Come  fill  us  more  w  ine,  faid  bold  Robin, 
Let’s  be  merry  while  we  do  ftay. 

For  wine  and  good  cheer,  be.  it  ever  fo  dear, 
I  vow  I  the  reck’ning  will  pay. 

Come  brothers,  be  merry,  said  bold  robbin, 
Let’s  drink  and  never  give  o’er  ; 

For  the  (hot  I  will  pay,  before  I  go  away, 

If  it  coils  me  five  pounds  and  more. 


(  21  ) 

*This  is  i  mad  blade,  the  butchers  then  laid. 

Says  the  Shferiff,  he‘s  fome  prodigal,  ^ 

Who  fome  land  hath  fold,  for  filter  and  gold, 

And  now  he  doth  mean  to  fpend  all. 

Haft  thou  any  horned  beafts,  the  Iheriff  then  at  , 

Good  fellow  to  fell.unto  me? 

Yes,  that  I  have,  good  master  sheriff, 

I  have  a  hundred  two  or  three. 

And  an  hundred  acres  of  good  free  land, 

If  you  pleafe  it  for  to  fee  : 

And  I’ll  make  you  a  good  assurance  of  it# 

As  ever  my  father  did  me.  , 

The  Iheriff  he  faddied  his  good  palfrey. 

And  took  three  hundred  pounds  in  gold. 

And  away  he  went  with  Robin  Hood, 

His  homed  beasts  to  behold.  ; 

Away  then  the  Iheriff  and  Robin  did  ride. 

To  the  foreft  of  merry  Sherwood, 

Thep  the  Iheriff  did  fay,  Godpreferve  us  this  day, 
"From  a  man  they  call  Robin  Hood. 

But  when  a  little  farther  they  came. 

Bold  Robin  he  chanc'd  to ’fpy, 

An  hundred  head  of  good  fat  deer. 

Come  tripping  the  Iheriff  full  mgh. 

How  like  you  my  horned  beafts,  good  matter  fherift, 
They  be  fat  and  fair  to  fee  > 

1  tell  thee,  good  fellow,  I  would  I  were  goije. 

For  I  like  not  thy  company.'  . . 

Then  Robin  he  fet  his  horn  to  his  mouth, 

And  blew  out  blafts  three  s 
Then  quick  and  anon,  there  came  Little  John, 

And  all  his  company  , 

What  is  your  will  matter,  then  faid  little  John, 

I  pray  come  tell  unto  me  ?  .  , 

I  have  brought  hither  the  ftieriff  of  Nottingham, 
This  day  for  to  dine  With  thee. 


[  12  J  ( 

He  Is  welcome  to  roe,  then  faid  Little  John, 

J  hope  he  will  honeftly  payT 
I  know  he  has  gold,  if  it  was  well  told. 

Will  ferve  us  to  drink  a  whole  day. 

Then  Robin  Hood  took  his  mantle  from  his  back, 
And  laid  it  upon  the  ground  : 

And  out  of  the  (heriff’s  portmantaau  he 
Soon  told  three  hundred  pounds. 

Then  Robin  he  brought  him  through  the  wood, 
Andfet  him  on  his  dappled  grev; 

O  have  me  commended  to  your  wife  at  home ; 
So  Robin  went  laughing  away 


9.  Robin  Hood  and  the  Tanner  ;  or  Robin  Hood  met  ■with  hit 

Match . 


IN  Nottingham  there  liv’d  a  jolly  tanner, 
With  a  hey  down,  down  and  a  down, 

His  name  it  is  Arthur.a- Bland* 

There  is  never  a  ’fquire  in  NottinghamChire,  ' 
Dare  bid  bold  Arthur  to  stand 
With  a  long  ftaff  upon  his  flioulder. 

So  well  he  can  clear  his  way  s 
By  two  and  by  three  he  makes  them  to  flee, 

For  he  hath  no  lift  to  ftay. 

And  as  he  went  forth  one  fummer’s  morning. 
Into  the  foreft  of  merry  Sherwood ; 

To  view  the  red  deer,  that  run  here  and  there, 
There  he  met  bold  Robin  Hood. 


As  Coon  as  hold  Robin  did  him  efpy. 

He  thought  fome  fport  he  would  make. 
Therefore  out  of  hand,  he  bid  him  to  ftand, 

And  thus  unto  him  he  fpake. 

Why  who  art  thou,  thou  bold  fellow. 

Who  rangeth  fo  boldly  here  ? 

In  south,  to  bfe  brief,  thou  look’st  like  a  thief,' 
That’s  come  to  fteal  our  Icing’s  deer. 

For  I  am  a  keeper  jn  this  forcft, 

The  King  he  puts  me  in  trust, 

To  look  to  the  deer,  that  run  here  and  there. 
Therefore  flop  thee  I  mull. 

If  thou  be’ft  the  keeper  in  this  foreft, 

And  has  fuch  great  command. 

Yet  you  raufthave  more  partakers^,  ftore. 
Before  you  make  me  to  ftand. 

Ho,  I  have  no  more  partakers  in  ftore. 

Nor  any  that  I  do  need; 

But  I  have  a  ftaff  of  another  oak  graft, 

I  now  it  will  do  the  deed. 

For  thy  sword  nor  thy- bow,  I  care  not  a  draw 

Nor  all  thy  arrows  to  boot, 

'  If  thou  get’ft  a  knock  upon  thy  bare  fcope. 
Thou  can’ft  as  well  m— t  as  (hoot. 
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I  yield  to  )thy  weapon,  faid  bold  Robin, 

Since  thou  wilt  not  yield  to  mine. 

For  I  have  a  ftaff  of  another  oak  gralt, 

Not  half  a  foot  longer  than  thine. 

But  let  me  meafure,  faid  bold  robbin, 

Before  we  begin  the  fray  ■»  «-• 

For  1  will  not  have  mine  to  be  longer  than  thi  , 
For  that  will  be  counted  foul  play.  - 

I  pafs  not  for  length,  bold  Arthur  reply  d 

Mv  ftaff  is  of  oak  fo  free  ; 

Eight  feet  and  a  half,  it  will  knock  down  a  calf. 

And  I  hope  it  will  knock  down  thee. 

Then  Robin  he  could  no  longer  forbear. 

But  gavt  him  a  very  good  knock  \ 

But  quickly  and  soon,  the  blood  it  ran  down. 
Before  it  was  ten  of  the  dock. 

Then  Arthur  foon  recover’d  himleh. 

And  gave  him  a  knock  on  the craw n, 

That  froth  every  fide  of  Robin  Hood  s  hca  , 

The  blood  ran  trickling  down. 

Then  Robin  raged  like  a  wild  boar, 

As  foon  as  he  faw  his  blood : 

Then  Bland  was  in  hade,  he  laid  on  lo  tait, 

As  if  he’d  been  cleaving  of  wood. 

And  about,  and  about,  and  about  they  went, 

Like  two  wild  boars  in  a  chace. 

Striving  to  aim  each  other  to  maim. 

Leg,  arm,  or  any  other  place. 

And  knock  for  knock  they  lustily  dealt. 

Which  held  for  two  hours  or  more  ; 

That  all  the  wood  rang  at  every  bang, 

They  played  their  work  eo  sore.  . 

Hold Thy  kind,  hold  thjr  hand,  bid  Rohm  Hood, 
And  let  thy  quarrel  fall  ;  . 

For  here  we  may  thrafli  our  bones  all  te  malh. 

And  get  no  corn  at  all.  , 


(  25„  * 

And  in  the  forest  of  merry  Sherwood, 

-Hereafter  thou  lhalt  be  free. 

God  ha*  mercy  for  nought,  my  freedom  I  bought, 
[  may  thank  my  good  ftaff  and  not  thee. 

What  tradesman  art  thou,  faid  jolly  Robin, 

Good  fellow,  I  praythee  me  fhow. 

And  alfo  me  tell,  in  what  place  you  dwell  ? 

For  both  of  thefe  fain  would  I  know. 

I  am  a  tanner,  bold  Arthur  reply  *d,' 
lu  Nottingham  long  have  I  wrought . 

And  if  thou’lt  come  here,  I  vow  and'  fwear; 

I’ll  tan  thy  hide  for  nought. 

God-a-mercy  good  fellow,  foid  jolly  Robin, 

Since  thou  art  fakind  and  free. 

And  if  thou  wilt  tan  my  hide  for  nought, 

1*11  do  as  much  for  thee. 

And  if  thou  wilt  forsake  thy  tanner's  trade. 

To  live  in  the  green  wood  with  me. 

My  name  is  Robin  Hood,  I  fwear  by  the  wood, 
i  To  give  thee  both  gold  and  feej 

Ifthou  .be  Robin  Hood,  bold  Arthur  reply 'd, 

As  I  think  well  thou  art, 

Then  here's  my  hand,  my  name’s  Arthur*a-Bland, 
We  two  will  never  part. 

But  tell  me,  O  tell  me,Vhere,is  Little  John, 

Of  him  I  fain  would  hear  ; 

For  we  are  ally’d.by  the  mothers  side. 

And  he  is  my  kinsman  dear. 

Then  Robin  Hood  blew  on  his  bugle  horn, 

\  He  blew  both  loud  and  (brill ; 

A  nd  quick  and  aUon,  he  faw  Little  John, 

&me  tripping  over  the  hill. 

O  w\at  is. the  matter,  theft  faid  Little  John, 

-  Mafeer  J  pray  you  tell  ? 

Why  do\vou  ftand,  with  yot  r  Raff  in  your  hand, 

I  fear  aK  *8  not  we^*  C 


(  *6 . ) 

.  O  man,  I  do  ftknd>  and  he  makes  me  to  ftand. 
The  tanner  that  ftands  by  my  side ; 

He  is  a  bonny  blade,  and  mafter  of  his  trade. 

For  he  foundly  has  tanned  my  hide. 

He  is  to  be  commended,  then  faid  Little  John, 

If  he  such  a  feat  can  do  s 

If  he  be  fo  flout,  we  will  have  a  botit. 

And  he  lhall  tan  my  hide  too. 

Hold  thy  hand,  hold  thy  hand,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
For  as  I  dc  underftand ; 

He’s  a  yeoman  good,  and  of  thy'own  blood. 

For  his  name  it  is  Arthur*a-Bland. 

Then  little  John  threw  his  ftaffaway. 

As  far  as  he  could  fling ; 

And  ran  out  of  hand,  to  Arthur-a-Bland, 

And  about  his  neck  did  cling. 

With  loving  respect  there  was  no  negledl. 

They  neither  were  nice  nor  coy. 

Each  other  did  face,  with  a  lovely  grace, 

And  both  did  weep  for  joy. 

Then  Robin  Hood  took  them  by  the  hands, 

And  danced  about  the  oak  tree : 

For  three  merry  men,  and  three  merry  men. 

And  three  merry  men  we  be. 

And  every  after  as  long  as  we  live. 

We  three  will  be  as  one  * 

The  wood  it  will  ring,  and  the  old  wife  will  fing. 
Of  Robin  Hood,  Arthur,  and  John. 


7  Robin  Hood  and  the  Jolly  Tinker. 

IN  fummer  time,  when  leaves  grow  green, 
Down,  a  down,  a  down, 

And  birds  fing  on  every  trfce. 

Hey  down,  a  down, 

Robin  Hood  went  to  Nottingham, 

Down,  a  down,  a  dowoi 
As  fall  as  he  could  dree, 

Hey  down,  a  down. 

And  as  he  came  to  Nottingham, 

A  Tinket  he  did  meet ; 

And  seeing  him  a  lofty  blade, 

He  did  him  kindly  greet  ?  , 

Where  do’ft  thou  dwell,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
I  pray  tb^e  now  me  teH  ? 

Sad  news  I  hear  there  is  abroad, 

I  fear  all  is  not  well. 

What  is  that  news,  the  tinker  (aid, 

Tell  me  without  delay, 

I  am  a  tinker  by  my  trade. 

And  do  live  in  Banbury. 

A  8  for  the  news,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 

It  is  but  as  I  hpar. 

Two  tinkers  were  fet  in  the'  stocks, 

For  drinking  ale  and  beer.  ^ 


If  that  be  all*  the  tinker  faid,  as  I  may  fay  to  you, 

Your  news  is  not  worth  a  fart,  since  that  they  be  true. 

For  drinking  of  good  ale  and  beer,  you  will  not  lofe 
your  part. 

No,  by  my  faith,  quoth  Robin  Hood} 

I  love  it  with  all  my  heart 

What  news  abroad,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 

Tell  me  what  thou  cloft  hear  ? 

Seeing'  thou  go'll'  from  town  Tb  town, 

Sonfe  news  -thou  jused-ft-  mull  hear  ? 

All  fhe  news  I  he?irtlje  Tinker  faid, 

I  hear  it  is  for  good, 

It  is  to  feek  a  bold  outlaw, 

Whom  they  call  Robin  Hood. 

1  have  a  warrant  from  the  king. 

To  take  him  where  f  can  ; 

If  you  can  tell  me. where  he  is, 

I  will  make  you  a  ntan. 

The  king  would  give  a  hundred  pounds, 

That  he  could  but  him  fee  : 

.  And  if  we  can  but  now  him  get. 

It  will  ferve  thee  and  me. 

Let  me  fee  the  warrant,  faid  Robin  Hood, 

I  will  fee  if  it  be  right ; 

And  I  will  do  the  best  I  can, 

For  to  take  him  this  night. 

That  I  will  not  the  tinker  faid,  & 

None  with  it  I  will  truft ; 

*  And  where  he  is,  if  you’ll  not  tell, 

Take  him  by  force  I  mull. 

But  Robin  Hood  perceiving  well. 

How  then  the  game  would  go  i  . 

If  you  will  but  go  to  Nottingham, 

We  fhall  find  him  there  I  know. 

A  crab-tree  ftaff  the  tinker  had. 

Which  was  both  good  and  ftrong, 

t 
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Robin  he  had  a  good  ftrong  blade  ; 

So  they  both  went  along. 

And  when  they  came  to  Nottingham, 

There  they  took  up  their  inn, 

And  they  called  for  ale  and-  wine, 

Ttf  drink  it  was  no  fin. 

But  ale  and  wine  they  drank  fo  fatt. 

That  the  tinker  he  forgot. 

What  thing  he  was  aboitf  to  do. 

It  fell  fo  to  his  lot. 

That,  while  the  tinker  fell  afleep, 

Robin  made  hafte  away,  - 
And  left  the  tinker  in  the  lurch, 

For  the  great  ihot  to  pay,  1 
But  when  the  tinker  did  awake. 

And  saw  that  he  was  gone. 

He  called  out  then  for  the  hoft, 

And  thus  he  made  his  moan. 

I  have  a  warrant  from  the  king. 

Which  might  have  done  me  good, 

That  is  to  feek  a  bold  outlaw. 

Some  call  him  Robin  Hood.  ^ 

•  But  now  the  warrant  and  money  is  gone. 
Nothing  I  have  to  pay  y 
And  he  who  promis’d  to  be  my  friend. 

Is  gone  and  fled  away.  n. 

That  friend, you  fpeakof,  faid  the  hoit,r 
Ahey  call  him  Robin  Hood  s 
And  when  that  he  firft  met  with  yoh,  »>■ 
He  meant  you  little  good.  , 

Had  I  but  known  it  had  been  he, 

When  that  l  had  him  here  ;  ,"i_  # 

The  one  of  us  {hould  have  try’d  our  might. 
Which  fliould  have  paid  full  dear. 

In  the  mean  time  1  will  away. 

No  longer  here  I’ll  abide. 


(  3°  )  # 

BulTwill  go  and  feek  him  out. 

Whatever  me  betide.  '  ... 

But  one  thing  ,1  would  gladly  know. 

What  here  I  have  to  pay  > 

Ten  (hillings  juft,  then  faid  the  hoft. 

I’ll  pay  you  without  delay, 

Or  elfe  take  here  my  working  bag,  ' 

And  my  good  hammer  too. 

And  if  I  light  but  on  the  knave, 

I  will  then  foon  pay  you. 

The  only  way,  then  faid  the  hoft. 

And  not  to  ftand  in  fear-  { 

Is  to  feek  him  among  the  parks,  - 

Killing  of  the  King’s  deer.  . 

The  tinker  he  then  went  with  fpeed, 

And  made  then  no  delay, 

’Till  he  had.  found  bold  Robin  Hood,  >■< 

That  they  might  have  a  fray. 

At  laft  he  ’fpy’d  him  in  a  park. 

Hunting  then  of  the  deer  s  •  ■. 

What  knave  is  this,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 

That  does  come  me  so  near  ? 

No  knave,  no  knave,  the  tinker  faid,) 

And  that  you  foon  (hall  know. 

Whether  of  us  have  done  any  wrong. 

My  crab-tree  ftaff  (hall  Ihew.  / 

Then  Robin  he  drew  his  gallant  blade,  > 

Made  then  of  trufty  fteel ; 

But  the  tinker  he  laid  on  fo  faft. 

That  he  made  Robin  reel. 

Then  Robin’ 8  anger  did  arife. 

He  fought  right  manfully,'  • 

L'otil  he  had  the  tinkef  made, 

Almoft  then  fit  to  fly. 

With  that  they  laid  about  again. 

And  ply  d  their  weapons  faft'; 


The  tinker  thrash’d  his  bones  fo  fore, 
.That  he  made  him  yield  at 
A  boon,  a  boon,  then  Robin  cry’d, 

If  thou  wilt  grant  it  me  5 
Before  I  do  it,  the  tinker  laid. 

I’ll  hang  thee  on  this  tree. 

But  the  tinker  looking  him  about, 
Robin  his  horn  did  blow; 

Then  came  unto  him  Little  John, 

And  Will  Scarlet  alfos 
What  is  the  matter,  quoth  Little  John, 
You  sit  on  the  highway  fide  ? 

Here  is  a  tinker  who  Hands  by. 

That  hath  well  paid  my  hide. 

What  tinker,  then  said  Little  John, 
Fain  that  blade  would  I  see. 

And  £  would  try  what  I  can  do. 

If  he’ll  db  as  much  lor  me. 

But  Robin  then  he  wiih’d  them  both, 
They  would  the  quarrel  ceafe. 

That  henceforth  we  may  be  as  one. 
And  ever  live  in  peace. 

And  for  the  jovial  tinker’s  part, 

A  hundred  pounds  'I'll  give, 

In  a  year  to  maintain  him  on. 

As  long  as  he  doth  live.  *> 

In  manhood  he  .is  a  mettled  man, 

And  a  metal  man  by  trade  ; 
Never  thought  I  that  any  man. 

Should  have  made  me  fb  afraid. 
And  if  he  will  be  one  of  us. 

We  will  all  take  one  fare. 

And  whatfoever  he  doth  get,' 

.  He  (hall  have  his  full  fhari. 

So  the  Tinker  he  was  content 
With  them  to  go  along. 


And  with  them  a  part  to  take 
And  fo  I  end  my  fong. 


8.  Robin  Hood  and  Allen-a-Dale ;  or,  the  manner  of  Robin 
Hood's  rescuing  a  young  Lady  from  an  old  K™Sh'  t0*}'°n 
she  was  going  to  be  married,  and  restoring  tier  to  AUen-a- 
Dale,  her  former,  lover. 

COME  liften  to  me,  you  gallants  fo  free. 

All  you  wK^  love  mirth  for  to  hear. 

And  I  will  tell -you  of  a  bold  outlaw,  * 

Who  lived  in  Nottinghamfhire. 

As  Robin  Hood  in  the  foeeft  ftood. 

All  under  the  green  wood  tree. 

There  was  he  aware  of  a  brave  young  man. 

As  fine  as  fine  could  be. 

The  youngeft  was  cloathed  in  fcarlet  fo  red. 

In  fcarlet  fine  and  gay ; 

And  he  did  frisk  it  over  the  plain. 

And  fchanted  a  roupd-de-lay. 

As  Robin  Hood  next  morning  ftood. 

Amongst  the  leaves  fo  gay. 

There  did  he  ’fpy  the  lame  young  man, 

Come  drooping  along  the  way 
1  he  tear  let  he  wore  the  day  before, 

•  It  v.  as  clean  caft  away  ;  ‘  '  ‘ 

Ann  every  ft«p  he  fetch'd  a  figh, 

Alack  and  a  wcH-aday  !  - 


then  ftept  forth  brave  Little  John, 

And  Midge  the  miller’s  fon,  •  ' 

Which  made  the  young  man  bend  his  bo.w* 

When  he  faw  them  qome. 

■4 ,  Stand  off,  (land  off,  the  young  man  laid* 

:jL  •  What  i«,your  will  With  me  >  , 

4  you  mull  come  Before  our  matter  ftraight, 

Under  the  green  wood  tree.  . 

And  when  he  came  bold  Robin  be  tore, 

Robin  asked  him  coutrteoufly, 

O  haft  thou  any  money  to  fpare, 

For  my  merry  men  and  me  ? 

I  have  no  money  the  young  man  laid, 

But  five  (hillings  and  a  nng  } 

And  that  I  have  kept  thefe  feven  long  year*; 

To  have  at  my  wedding*  *  ' 

*  Yefterday  I  (hould  have  married  a  maid) 

But  (he  from  me  was  ta’en, 

And  chofen  to  be  an  old  knight  8  delight. 

Whereby  by  poor  heart  is  (lain. 

What  is  thy  name  then  faid  Robin  Hood, 

Gome  tell  me  without  fail  f 

By  the  faith  of  my  body,  then  faid  the  youttg  man,. 

r  My  name  it  is  AUen-a-Dale.  ;  . 

*  What  wilt  thou  give  me,  faid  Robin  Hood, 

v*  Jn  ready  gold  or  fee, 

?  To  help  thee  to  thy  true  love  again, 

And  deliver  her  . up  to  tliee  ? 

I  have  no  money,  then  quoth  the  young  man. 

No  ready  gold  or  fee. 

But  I  will  fwear  upon  a  book. 

Thy  true  fervant  to  be. 

How  many  miles  is  it  to  thy  true  love. 

Come  tell  me  without  guile  ; 

By  the  faith  of  my  body,  then  faid  the  young  man, 

It  is  but  five  little  mile.  \ 

»  + 


i  ben  Robin  he  bailed  over  the  plain, 

He  did  neither  flint  nor  lin, 

U  ntill  he  came  into  the  church, 

.  Where  Allen  ihould  keep  his  wedding. 

What  do’ll  thou  here,  the  biihop  then  laid,  . 

I  prithee  now  tell  unto  me  ?. 

1  am  a  bold  harper,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 

And  the  beft  in  the  north  country. 

O  welcome  1  O  welcome  !  the  biihop  then  said, 
That  music  beft  pleafeth  me  ; 

You  shall  have  no  muflc,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
’Till  the  bride  and  bridegroom  1  fee. 

With  that  came  in  a  wealthy  knight^ 

Who  was  both  grave  and  old. 

And  after  him  a  finiking  lass, 

That  did  ftiine  like  glittering  gold.  _ 

This  is  not  a  fit  match,  quoth  bold  Robin  Hood, 
That  you  do  feem  to  make  here  ; 

For  fince  we  are  come  into  the  church. 

The  bride  ihall  choofe  her  own  dear. 

Then  Robin  Hood  put  his  horn  to  his  mouth, 
And  blew  out  blafts  two  or  three  * 

Then  four  and  twenty  bowmen  bold. 

Came  leaping  over  the  lee. 
v  And  whe'u  they  came  into  the  church  yard, 

.  Marching  all  on  a  row, 

The  firft  man  was  Allen-a  Dale, 

To  give  bold  Robin  his  bow. 

This  is  thy  true  love,  Robin  he  faid. 

Young  Allen,  as  I’ve  heard  fay,  _ 

And  you  (hall  be  married  at  the  fame  time. 
Before  we  do  part  away. 

That  Ihall  not  be,  the  biihop  then  faid, 

For  thy  word  ihall  not  ftiand. 

Robin  Hood  pull’d  off  the  biihop’s  coat, 
Aod.pbt  it  upon  Little  John, 

: 


tty  the  faith  of  my  body,  then  Robin  he  fatd, 
This  cloth  doth  make  the  a  man. 

When  Little  John  he  went  into  the  choir. 
The  people  began  to  laugh ;  „ 

He  ask’d  them  seven  times  in  the  church. 
Left  three  times  (hould  not  be  enough. 
Who  gives  this  maid,  said  little  John, 

Quoth  Robin  Hood,  that  do  I, 

And  he  who  takes  her  from  Allen-a-Dale, 
Full  dearly  lhall  her  boy- 
And  thus  having  ended  this  merry  wedding. 
The  bride  (he  look’d  like  a  queen  j  > 

And  fo  they  return'd  to  the  merry  Green  Wo 
Amongst  the  leaves  fo  green. 


9.  Robin  Hood  and  the  Shepherd  ;  shewing  liow 
Little  John ,  and  the  Shepherd,  fought  a  scvei 

A  LL  gentlemen  and  yeoman  good, 

I  wifh  you  to  draw  near  , 

For  a  ftory  of  bold  Robin  Hood, 

Unto  you  I  will  declare. 

As  Robin  Hood  walk’d  the  foreft  along. 
Some  paftime  for  to  ’fpy. 

There  he  was*aware  of  a  jolly  (hephctd, 
Who  on  the  ground  did  lie. 


Arife,  arise,  faid  bold  Robin, 
And  now  come  let  me  see, 
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What’s  in  thy  bag  and  bbttle  I  fay. 

Come  tell  it  unto  me.^ 

What’s  that*  to  thee,  thou  proud  fellow. 

Tell  me  as  f  do  Hand  i 

What  haft  thou  to  do  withmy  bottle  and  bag  ? 

Let  me  fee  thy  command. 

My  fword  that  hangeth  by  my  fide. 

Is  at  my  command  I  know ; 

Come  let  me  tafte  of  thy  'bottle. 

Or  it  may  breed  thee  wot, 

The  devil  a  drop,  thou  proud  fellow. 

Of  my  bottle  flialt  thou  see, 

Until  thy  valour  thou  hast  try’d. 

Whether  thou ’It  fight  or  flee.  \ 

What  lhall  we  fight  for  >  faid  Robin  Hood, 
Come  tell  it  unto  me  j  \ 

Here’s  twenty  pounds  of  gpod  bright  gold, 
Win  it  and  take  it  thee.  -  ^ 

The  ftepherd  flood  all  in  amaze. 

And  knew  not  what  to  fay  ; 

I  have  no  money  thou  proud  fellow. 

But  my  bag  and  my  bottle  I’ll  lay. 

I  am  content,  thou  Ihepherd  Twain, 

*  ling  them  down  on  the  ground  j  , 

X.ut  I  will  breed  thee  mickie  pain, 

'To  win  my  twenty  pounds* 

Come  draw  thy  fword,  thou  proud Tcllow, 

Thou  ftandeth  too  long  to  prate  ; 

This  hook  of  mine  fhall  let  the  know, 

A  coward  I  do  hate. 


\ 


So  they  fell  to  it  both  hard  and  fore, 

]  t  was  otT-a  furr.iner’s  day. 

From  ten  t&four4n  the  afternoon, 

1  he  fhepherd  ‘held  him  in  play. 
Robin's  buckler  prov'd  his  chief  defence, 
And  fav’d-jhyp  many  a  bang. 
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For  every  blow  the  Ihepherd  ftrock 
Made  Robin  Hood’s  fword  cry  twang. 

Many  a  fturdy  blow  the  shepherd  gave,  * 

And  that  bold  Robin  fonndf 
Till  the  blood  ran  trickling  down  his  head. 
Then  he  fell  on  the  ground. 

Arife,  arife,  thou  proud  Wlotf, 

And  thou  (halt  have  fair  play, 

If  thou  wilt  yield  before  you  gof 
That  I  have  won  the  day. 

A  boon,  a  boon,  cry’d  bold  Robin, 

If  that  a  man  thou  be. 

Then  let  me  have  my  bugle  horn. 

And  blow  out  blafts  three. 

Then  faid  the  Ihepherd  to  bold  Robin, 

To  that  I  will  agree ; 

For  if  thou  would’ft  blow  till  to-morrow  mom, 
I  scorn  one  foot  to  flee.  #  . 

Then  Robin  he  fet  his  horn  to  his  mouth,  ,1 . . 

And  blew  with  might  and  main,  .  h  ■ 

Until  he  Tpied  Little  John, 

Come  tripping  o’er  the  plain- 
Who  is  yonder,  thou  pfpud  fellow. 

That  comes  down  yonder  hill  ? 

Yonder  is  John,  bold  Robin  Hood’s  man. 

Shall  fight  with  thee  thy  fill. 

What  is  the  matter,  faid  Little  John, 

Matter,  come  tell  untp  me ; 

My  cafe  is  bad,  said  Robin  Hood. 

For  the  Ihepherd  hath  conquer’d  me » 

I  am  glad  of  that,  cries  Little  John, 

Shepherd  turn  thou  to  me ; 

.  For  a  bout  with  thee  I  mean  to  have, 

Either  come  fight  or  flee. 
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With  all  my  heart,  thou  proud  fellow, 

For  it  fhall  ne’er  be  faid, 

That  a  (hepherd’s  hook,  at  thy  fturdy  look 
Will  one  jot  be  dismay’d. 

So  they  fell  to  it,  full  hard  and  fore. 

Striving  for  victory,  '  ..*• 

I  will  know,  fays  John,  e'er  we.  g^e  o’er. 
Whether  thou  wilt  fight  or  flee. 

The  Ihepherd  gave  John  a  sturdy  blow. 

With  the  hook  under  his  chin  j  ' 

Beflirew  thy  heart,  faid  little  John, 

Thou  bafely  doth  begin. 

Nay,  that  is  nothing,  faid  the  fhepherd, 
Either  yield  to  me  the  day, 

Qr  I  will  bang  thy. back  and  fides. 

Before  thou  goeft  thy  way. 

What  doth  thou  think,  though  proud  fellow 
That  thou  can’ll  conquer  me  ? 

Nay,  thou  (halt  know  before  I  go. 

I’ll  fight  before  I’ll  flee. 

Again  the  ihepherd  laid  on  him. 

The  Aepherd  he  begun. 

Hold  thy  hand,  cry’d  jolly  Robin,  ) 

.  I  will  yield  the  wager  won. 

With  all  my  heart  faid  Little  John, 

To  that  I  will  agree  ; 

For  he  is  the  flower  of  Ihepherd  fwainr, 

;  The  like  I  ne’er  did  fee. 

Thus  have  you  heard  of  Robin  Hood, 

Alfo  of  Little  John  ; 

How  a  Ihepherd  fwain  did  conquer  them* 

The  like  was  never  known. 


1Q#  The  famous  battle  between  Robin  Hood  and  the  Qurtal 
Friar ,  near  Fountain  Dale . 

IN  the  fummer  time,  when  leaves  grow  green, 
and  flowers  are  frefh  and  gay, 

Robin  Hood  and  his  merry  men 
were  all  difpofed  to  play. 

Then  feme  would  leap,  and  fome  would  run, 
and  fome  use  artillery; 

Which ofyou  can  a  good  bow  draw, 

,  a  good  archer  for  to  be  ? 

Which  of  you  can  kill  a  buck  ? 

or  who  can  kill  a  doe  ? 

Or  who  can  kill  a  hart  of  Greece, 
five  hundred  foot  him  fro  ? 

Will  Scarlet  he  kill'd  a  buck, 
and  Midge  lie  kill’d  a  doe  s 
And  Little  John  kill’d  a  hart  of  Greece, 
five  hundred  foot  him  fro. 

God’s  blefiing  on  thy  heart,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
that  fhot’s  such  a  (hot  for  me  ; 

I  would  ride  my  horfe  an  hundred  miles 
to  find  one  to  match  thee. 

That  caufed  Will  Scarlet  to  laugh, 
he  laugh’d  full  heartily ; ' 

There  lives  a  friar  in  Fountain  Abbey 
will  beat  both  him  and  thee. 

D  2 
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The  cartal  friar  in  Fountain  Abbey 
Well  can  draw  a  good  ftrong  bow ; 

He  will  beat  both  you  and  your  yeomen, 

Set  them  all  on  a  row. 

Robin  Hood  took  a  folemn  oath. 

It  was  by  Mary  free, 

That  he  would  neither  eat  nor  drink. 

Till  the  friar  he  did  see. 

Robin  Hood  put  on  his  harnefs  good, 

And  had  on  his  head  a  cap  of  Heel/ 
Broad  fword  and  buckler  by  hi$  fide. 

And  they  became  him  well. 

He  took  his  bow  into  his  hand, 

(It  was  of  a  trufty  tree) 

With  a  Iheaf  of  arrows  by  his  fide 
And  to  Fpuntain  Dale  went  he* 

And  coming  to  fair  Fountain  Dale, 

No  farther  would  he  fide : 

There  was  he  aware  of  a  curtal  friar. 
Walking  by  the  water  fide.  ^ 

The  friar  had  a  harnefs  good. 

And  on  his  head  a  cap  of  fte$l, 

•Broad  fword  and  buckler  by  his  fige. 

And  they  became  him  well. 

Robin  Hood  lighted  from  off  hie  horfe. 
Arid  ty’d  him  to  a  thorn : 

,  Carry  me  over  the  water,  thou  curtal  friar. 
Or  thy  life  fhall  be  forlorn. 

The  friar  took  Robin  ftood  on  hiaback, 
Deep  water  he  did  beftride. 

And  fpake  neither  good  word  nor  bad 
Till  he  came  to  the  other  fide. 

Lightly  leaped  Robin  off  the  friar’s  back, 
The  friarUtid  to  him  again. 

Carry  mo  over  the  water,  fine  fellow, 

Or  it  fhall  breed  the  pain.' 


Robin  hood  took  the  friar  on  his  back, 

Peep  water  he  did  beftride, 

And  fpoke  neither  good  word  nor  bad 

Till  he  came  to  the  other  fide,  , 

Lightly  leap’d  the  friar  of  Robin  Hood  s  back, 
Robin  faid  to  him  again,  .  . 

Carry  me  over  the  water,  thou  curtal  mar, 

Gr  it  (hall  breed  thee  pain, 

The  friar  he  took  Robin  Hood  on  his  back  aga 
And  ftepp’d  up  to  his  knee ; 

Till  he  came  to  the.  middle  of  the  ftream 
Neither  good  nor  bad  fpake,  he  $ 

And  coming  to  the  middle^  of  the  ftream 
There  he  threw  Robin  in ; 

And  choofe  thee,  choofe  thee,  fine  fellow, 
Whether  thou  wilt  fink  orfwim. 

Robin  Hood  swam  to  a  buih  of  broom. 

The  friar  to  the  willow-wand. 

Bold  Robin  Hood  he  g'ot  to  the  ihore. 

And  took  his  bow  in  his  hand. 

One  of  the  beft  arrows  under  his  belt 
To  the  friar  he  let  fly : 

The  curtal  friar  with  his  fteel  buckler 
Did  put  his  arrow  by. 

Shoot  on,  (hoot  on,  thou  fine  fellow. 

Shoot  as  thou  haft  begun  ; 

If  thou  (hoot  here  a  summer’s  day, 

Thy  mark  I  will  not  Ihun : 

Robing  hood  fhoot  fopaffing  well. 

Till  his  arrows  all  were  gone  j 
They  took  their  f words  and  fteel  bucklers, 
And  fought  with  might  and  main 
From  ten  o’clock  that  very  day. 

Till  four  in  the  afternoon  : 

Then  Robin  Hood  came  on  his'knces, 

Of  the  friar  to  beg  a  boon*  D  $ 


A  boon,  a  boon,  thou  curtal  friar, 

I  beg  it  on  my  knee ; 

Give  me  leave  to  fet  my  horn  to  my  mouth/ 
And  to  blow  blafts  three.  ' 

That  I  will  do,  said  the  curtal  friar. 

Of  thy  blafts  I  have  no  doubt; 

I  hope  thou  wilt  blow  fo  pafDng  well. 

Till  both  thy  eyes  drop  out 
Robin  hood  let  his  horu  to  his  mouth. 

And  he  blew  out  blafts  three 
Half  a  hundred  yeomen,  with  their  bows  bent. 

Came  ranging  over  the  lee. 

Whofe  men  are  these,  faid  the  friar, 

That  come  fo  haftily  ? 

Thefeare  mine,  laid  RobitjHood, 

Friar  what’s  that  to  thee  ? 

A  boon,  a  boon,  faid  the  curtal  friar, 

The  like  I  gave  to  thee ; 

Give  me  leave  to  fet  my  fift  to  my  mouthy. 
And  whute  out  whutes  three. 

That  I  will  do,  laid  Robin  Hood, 

Or  elfe  I  were  to  blame ; 

Three  whutes  in  a  friar’s  fift 
Would  make  me  glad  and  fain. 

The  friar  he  fet  his  fift  to  his  mouth. 

And  he  whuted  him  whutes  three ; 

When  half  an  hundred  good  bay  dog? 

Came  running  over  the  lee. 

Here  is  for  every  man  a  dog, 

<  And  I  myfelffor  thee ; 

Nay,  by  my  faith,  faid  Robin  Hood, 

Friar,  that  may  not  be . 

Two  dogs  at  once  to  Robin  did  go, 

The  one  behind,  and  the  other  before  ■, 
Robin  Hood's  mantle  of  Lincoln  green 
Off  fromhis  bash  they  tore. 
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And  whether  his  men  (hot  eaftor  weft. 

Or  they  ihot  north  or  fouth. 

The  curt^  dogs,  fo  taught  they  were, 

They  caught  the  arrows  in  their  month 
Take  oft  tby  dogs,  said  Little  John, 

Friar  at  my  bidding  thee; 

Whofeman  art  thou,  faid  the  eurtal  friar, 
That  comes  here  to  prate  to  me  ? 

I  am  Little  John,  Robin  Hood’s  man. 
Friar,  I  will  not  lie  ,* 
if  thou  take  not  up  thy  dogs  anon. 

I’ll  take  them  up  and  thee. 

Little  John  had  a  bow  in  his  hand. 

He  ihot  with  might  and  main ; 

Soon  half  a  fcoreof  the  friar’s  dogs 
Lay  dead  upon  the  plain. 

Hold  thy  hand,  good  fellow,  faid  the  eurtal 
Thy  Mafter  and  I  will  agree  $ 

And  we  will  have  new  orders  taken, 

With  all  hafte  that  may  be. 

If  thou  wilt  forfake  fair  Fountain  Dale, 
And  Fountain  Abbey  free,  i 
Every  Sunday  throughout  the  year, 

A  noble  ihall  be  thy  fee. 

Every  Sunday  throughout  the  year. 
Chang’d  ihall  thy  garmeats  be. 

If  thou  wilt  to  the  Green JWood  go, 

Apd  there  remain  with  me. 

The  eurtal  friar  had  kept  Fountain  Dale 
Seven  long  years  and  more  i 
There  was  neither  knight,  lord  or  earl. 
Could  make  him  yield  before: 


friar, 


• 

■■v 
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11.  Robin  Hood  newly  revived  ;  or  his  meeting  and  fightini 
with  his  Cousin  Scarlet 

GOME  liften  a  while,  you  gentlemen  all. 

With  a  hey  down,  down,  and  a  down, 

That  are  this  bower  within,  «*> 

For  a  ftory  of  gallant  Robin  Hood, 

I  propofe  now  to  begin. 

What  time  of  the  day?  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
Quoth  Little  John,  ’tis  in  the  prime  ; 

Why  then  we  will  to  the  green  wood  gang. 

For  we  have  nO  victuals  to  dine. 

As  Robin  Hood  rode  the  foreft  along, 

It  was  in  the  midft  of  the  day  / 

There  he  was  ayvare  of  a  deft  young  man. 

As  ever  walk’d  on  the  way. 

His  doublet  was  of  silk  he  laid, 

His  ftockings  like  fcarlet  (hone  : 

Arid  bravely  he  walk’d  along  the  way, 

To  Robin  Hood  then  unknown.  -  ^ 

A  herd  of  deer  was  in  the  bend. 

And  feeding  before  his  face  : 

Now  the  best  of  you  I’ll  have  to  my  dinner, 

And  that  in  a  little  fpace. 

Now  the  ftranger  he  made  no  mickle  ado. 

But  he  bent  aright  good  bow. 

And  the  bell  of  all  the  herd  he  (lew, 

FnU  pjrty  yards  him  fro’. 
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Wfcll  (hot,  veil  (hot,  faid  Robin  Hood  then. 

That  Ihiot  it  wf*  in  time  ; 

And  if  thou  wilt  accept  a  place, 

Thou  lhalt  be  a  bold  yeojnan  of  mine. 

Go  play  the  chtvao,  the  ftranger  then  (aid. 

Make  hade  and  quickly  go. 

Or  with  my  fift  be  fure  of  this. 

I’ll  give  thee  buffets  ftore. 

Thou  hadft  not  be^  buffet  me  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
For  altho’  I  am  forlorn. 

Yet  I  have  thofe  will  take  my  part, 

If  I  do  but  blow  my  horn. 

Thou  hadft  not  beft  wind  thy  horn,  the  3tranger  fai ij 
Be’ft  thou  never  fo  much  in  hafte, 

For  £  can  draw  a  good  broad  fword,  * 

And  will  quickly  cut  the  blaft* 

Then  Robin  Hood  bent  a  very  good  bow, 

To  ihoot  and  that  he  would  fain  s 
The  ftranger  he  bent  a  very  good  bow. 

To  fhoot.at  bold  Robin  again. 

Hold  thy  handhold  thy  hand,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
To  ihoot  it  wt>t$d  be  in  vain  ; 

For  if  we  ihoot  tub  One  at  the  other,  ^ 

T  he  One  of  us  muff  be  dain- 
But  let’s  take  our  fwords  and  broad  bucklers. 

And  gang  udder  yonder  tree  ; 

As  I  hope  to  be  fat'd,  the  stranger  he  laid, 

One  foot  1,  will  not  flee. 

Then  Robin  he  lent  the  ftranger  a  blow, 

’Moil  scared  him  out  of  his  wits  ; 

Thou’lt  feel  a  blow  the  ftranger  he  laid. 

That  (hall  be  better  quits. 

The  ftranger  then  with  %  good  broad  sword. 

Hit  Robin  upon  the  crown. 

That  front  every  hair  of  bold  Robin  Hood’s  head, 
the  blood  it  ran  trickling  down. 
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God-a-mercy  good  fellow,  quoth  JRobln  Hood  theft, 
And  for  this  that  thou  haft  done, 

Teli  me,  good  fellow,  who  thou  art. 

Tell  me.  where  thou  doft  won  ? 

The  ftranger  then  anfwered  bold  Robin  Hood, 

I'll  tell'  thee  where  I  do  dwell  : 

In  Maxwell  town  I  was  born  and  bred. 

My  name  is  yoying  Gamwell. 

For  killing  my  father's  Steward, 

I’m  forc’d  to  this  Engiilh  wood. 

And  for  to  fee k  an  uncle  of  mine, 

Some  call  him  Robin  Hood. 

But  art  thou  a  coufin  of  Robin  Hood,  then 
ThSsOonerwe  lhall  have  done; 

As  I  H%e  to  be  lav’d,  the  ftranger  then  faid, 

I  am  his  own 'sister’s  fon. 

But,  Lord  !  what  kissing  and  counting  was  there, 
When  thete  t  vo  cousins  did  meet  1 
And  they  went  all  that  fummer’s  day. 

And  Little  John  did  not  me^t. 

And'Vhen  they  met  with  Little  Jpi^b 
He  unto  him  did  lay, 

O  mailer.  r«ray,  where  have  you  been, 

You  have  tarried  fo  long  away  ? 

I  met  with  a  ftranger,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 

Full  sore' he  hat r>  beaten  me,  * 

Then  I  II  have  a  bout  with  him  faid  Little  John, 
And  try  if  he  can  beat  me 
O  no,  O  no,  quoth  Robin  Hood  then, 

Little  John  it  must  not  be  so  ;  ^ 

*  For  he  is  my  own  dear  sifter  s  fon, 

And  cousin-  1  have  no  more. 

-But  he  Iliad  be  a  oold  yeoman  of  mine. 

My  chief  man  next  to  thee  ; 

And  I  Rooip  Hoqjj^and  thou  Little  John, 

And  Sfi^te^eflhall  be. 
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And  we  will  be  three  of  the  braveft  Outlaws,  * 
Tliat  live  in  the  north  country.; 

If thou  wilt  hear  more  of  bold  Robin  Hood, 

In  the  second  part  it  w  ill  be. 

Then  Robin  Hood  to  the  North  he  would%0, 

With  valour  and  mickle  might. 

With  fword  by  his  side,  that  oft  had  been  try’d, 
Ta  fight  and  recover  his  right. 

T$e  first  that  he  met  was  a  bonny  bold  Scot,  , 

'  ’  'Hi's  fervant  he  laid  he  would  be,*  • 

No,  quoth  Robin  Hood,  it  cannot  be  good, 

For  thou  wilt  prove  false  unto  me.  _ 

Thou  hast  hot  been  true  to  sire  or  cuz, 

Nay,  marry,  the  Scot:  he  faid, 

As  true  as  your  heart,  »  ’ll  never  part. 

Good  master  be  not  afraid. 

Then  Robin  he  turn’d  his  face  to  the  eaft, 

Fight  on  my  merry  men  ftout, 

Our  cafe  is  good,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 

And  we  (hall  not  be  beaten  out. 

The  battle  grew  hot  on  every  side; 

The  Scotchmen  made  great  moan  ; 

Quoth  Jockey,  Geud  faith,  they  fight  on  each  fide, 
\\Tould  I  were  with  my  wife  Joan. 

The  enemy  compass’d  brave  Robin  about, 

»Tis  long  e  re  the  battle  ends ; 

There’s  neither  will  yield,  nor  give  up  the  field, 
For  both  are  fupplied  with  friends. 

This  fbng  it  was  made  in  Robin  Hood’s  days  ; 

Let’s  pray  unto  Jove  above* 

.To  give  us  true  peace  that  mischief  may  ceafc,  * 
j  And  War  may  give  pUce  unto  love. 


12  Renowned  Robin  Hood;  or  hit  famous  Archery ,  truly 
related  m  the  worthy  Exploits  he  performed  before  Queen 
C  atnanne9  *  •  **  -  > 
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//°>(  OLP  ta’n  from  the  king’s  harbinger*, 
Down,  a  down,  a  down. 

As  feldom  has  heen  feen, 

Down,  a  down,  a  down,  - 
And  carried  by  bold  Robin  Hood, 

For  a  present  to' the  Queen. 

If  that  I  live  One  year  to  an  end. 

Thus  did  Queen  Catharine  fay, 

Bold  Robin  Hood  I’ll  be  thy  friend. 

And  all  thy  yeomen  gay. 

The  Queen  is  to  her  chamber ^gone. 

As  fall  as  fhe  could  Wen  5  .  » 

She  calls  unto  her  lovely  page. 

His  name  was  Richard  Patrington. 

Coipe  hither  to  me,  thou  lovely  page,  -»  - 

Come  thou  hither  to  me  ; 

For  :thou  muft  post  to  Nottingham,  :  * 

As  fait  as  thou  cart’ft  dree.  *  ■  ■  .  < 

And.  as  thou  go’ft  to  Nottinfehata,  .  • 

Search  every  English  Wood,  .  * 

Inquire  of  one  good  yeoman  or  another, 
l  hat  can  tell  thee  of  Robin  Hood. 
Sometimes  he  walk’d,  sometimes  he  ran, 

As  fait  as  he  could  wen. 


And  when  he  came  to  Nottingham, 

There  he  took  up  his  inn. 

He  calls  for  a  bottle  of  Rhetfifli  wine. 

And  drinks  a  health  to  the  Queen, 
Wilhing  he  might  now  fpeedilr 
Find  out  jolly  Robin. 

Tte?  ser  j  Yr  °man  by  bi,  f,de»  739  5  ( 

who  laid,  fweet  page  tell  me,  j 

What  is  thy  bufiness  and  thy  caufe. 

So  far  in  the  north  country  ? 

This  is  my  bufiness,  and  my  caufe* 

Sir,  I’ll  tell  it  you  for  good, 

To  enquire  of  one  good  yeoman  or  another, 
xo  tell  me  of  Robin  Hqpd. 

J’H  get  my  horfe  betimes  in  the  morn, 

Beit  by  the  break  of  day, 

And  I  will  lhew  thee  bold  Robin  Hood, 

And  and  all  his  yeomen  gay. 

Wb5,t  *bat,he  carile  to  Robin  Hood’s  place* 
He  reil  d6wn  on  his  knee,  r  ' 

Queen  Catharine  file  doth  greet  you  well 
She  greets  yon  well  by  me- 
She  bids  you  ppft  to  fair  Loudon  court. 

Not i^jnng  any  thing* 

For  therefhall  be  a  little  /port. 

And  fte  has  fent  you  a  ring. 

Robin  Hood  took  his  mantle  from  his  back* 
it  was  of  a  Lincoln  green* 

And  fent  it  by  this  lively  page* 

For  a  prefentto  the  Queen  W 

In  fommer  time,  when  leaves  grow  green, 

I  was  a  comely  fight  to  fee, 

How  Rpbi„  Hood  had  dreft  himfelf. 

And  ail  hi?  yeomanry'. 

He  clothed  his  ipen  in  Linibln  green. 

And  himfelf  m  fcaHet  red :  .  ,  E  r 


(  5°  ) 

Black  hats,  white  feathers,  all  -alike. 

Now  to  London  hold  Robin  Hood  is  rid. 
And  when  he  came  to  London  court, 

He  fell  down  on  his  knee  ; 

Thou  art  welcome,  Lockfley,  faid  the  Queen, 
And  all  thy  yeomanry. 

Come  hither,  Tepus,  faid  the  King, 

Bow  bearer,  after  me  ; 

Come  meafure  me  out  with  a  line, 

How  long  our  mark  must  be. 

What  is  this  wager  ?  faid  the  Queen  : 

For  that  I  muft  know  here  ; 

Three  hundred  tons  of  Rhenilh  wine, 

Three  hundred  tons  of  beer. 

Three  hundred  of  the  fatteft  harts, 

That  run  on  Dallen  lee  j 
That’s  a  princely  wager,  faid  the  Queen  : 

That  I  must  needs  tell  to  thee. 

With  that,  bespoke  one  Clifton  then. 

Full  quickly  and  full  foon, 

Meafure  no  mark  for  us,  mod  Sovereign  Liege, 
We  will  ihoot  at  fun  and  moon. 

Full'fifteen  fcore  your  mark  lhall  be. 

Full  fifteen  fcore  lhall  Hand  ; 

I’ll  lay  my  bow,  faid  Clifton,  thefl, 

I’ll  cleave  the  willow  wand.  •  • 

With  that  the  king’s  archer  led  abou£, 

’Till  it  was  three  to  one  s 
With  that  the  ladies  began  to  fhout, 

Madam  your  game  is  gone. 

A.  boon,  a  boon,  Queen  Catharine  cries, 

I  crave  it  on  my  knee }  ‘ 

Is  there  nev^r  a  knight  of  your  privy  council, 
On  Queen  Catharine’s  fide  will  be  ? 

Gome  hither  to  mg|  Sir  Robert  Lee, 

Thou  art  a  knighi  full  good  ; 


(  .  S'  ) 

For  I  do  ■know  thy  pedigree,  t 
Thou  fprang’ft  from  Gower’s  blood. 

Come  hither  to  me  thou  biihop  of  Herefprd, 
For  a  noble  prieft  was  he  ; 

By  my  filver  mitre,  faid  the  bishop  then, 

I’ll  not  bet  one  penny. 

The  King  had  archers  of  his  own. 

Full  ready  and  full  right ; 

And  thefe  be  ftrangers  every  one. 

No  man  knows  what  they  height; 

What  wilt  thou  bet  ?  faid  Robin  Hood, 
Thou  fee’ft  our  game’s  the  worse ; 

By  my  filver  mitre,  then  faid  the  bishop, 

All  the  money  that’s  in  my  purfe. 

What’s  in  thy  p.urfe  ?  faid  Robin  Hood, 

Now  throw  it  on  the  ground ; 

Ninety-nine  angels,  faid  the  biihop, 

’Tis  near  an  hundred  pounds. 

Robin  Hood  took  his  bag  from  his  fide, 

>  And  threw  it  on  the  -green  ; 

Will  Scarlet  then  went  Trailing  away, 

*.T  know  who  this  money  must  win. 

With  that  the  king’s  archers  led  about, 

Till  it  was  three  to  three  ; 

With  that  the  ladies  gave  a  (hout. 
Woodcock  beware  thy  knee. 

It  is  three  to  three,  now  faid  the  King, 

The  next  three  pays  for  all : 

Robin  Hood  went  and  whisper’d  the  Queen 
The  King’s  part  (hall  be  but  small. 

Then  Robin  Hood  did  lead  about. 

He  (hot  it  under  hand  s 

And  Clifton  with  a  bearing  arrow. 

He  clove  the  willpw  wand. 

And  little  Midge  the  miller’s  fon, 


He  foot  within  a  finger  of  the  prick. 

Now  bishop  beware  thy  purse.  •* 

A  boon,  a  boon.  Queen  Catharine  cries, 

I  crave  it  on  my  knee,  ' 

That  you  will  angry  be  with  none. 

That  are  of  my  party. 

They  shall  have  forty  days  to  come, 

And  forty  days  to  go, 

And  three  times  forty  days  t5  fpor*  and  play, 
Then  welcome  friend  or  foe. 

Thou  art  welcome,  Robin  Mood,  said  the  Queen, 
And  fo  is  Little  John, 

And  fo  is  Midge  the  miller’s  fon. 

Thrice  welcome  every  one. 

Is  this  Robin  Hood  1  the  King  then  faid, 

For  it  was  told  to  me, 

That  he  was  slain  in  the  palace  gate. 

So  far  in  the  north  country. 

Is  this  Robin  Mood  ?  quoth  the  bishop  than. 

As  it  feems  well  to  be  ; 

Had  I  known  it  had  been  that  bold  outlaw, 

I  would  not  have  bet  one  penny. 

He  took  me  late  one  Sunday  night. 

And  bound  me  to  a  tree, 

And  made  me  sing  a  mass,  god  wot. 

To  him  and  his  yeomanry. 

What,  if  you  did,  faid. Robin  Hood, 

Of  that  mafs  l  was  full  fain  ( 

For  recompence  of  that,  he  fays. 

Here’s  half  thy  gold  again, 

Now  nay,  now  nay,  fays  Little  John,  ,  '.f 

Matter  that  mutt  not  be> 

We  mutt  not  give  gifts  to  the  king’s  officers,  / 
That  Cold  will  ferVc  thee  and  me. 


13  Robin  Hood's  Chase  ;  or  a  merry  Progress  between  Robin 
‘  *  Hood  and  King  Henry . 

//■"N  OME  you  gentlemen  all,  to  you  I  will  call, 


with  a  hey  down,  down  and  a  down; 
That  are  now  in  this  place  j  ( 

For  a  fong  I  will  sing  of  Henry  our  King, 
how  he  did  bold  Robin  chase. 

Queen  Catharine  (he  then  a  match  did  make 
as  plainly  doth  appear. 

For  three  hundred  tons  of  good  red  wine, 
and  three  hundred  tons  of  beer.. 

But  flie  had  her  archers  for  to  seek, ; 

with  their  bows  and  arrows  fo  good ; 

But  her  mind  was  bent,  with  a  full  intent. 


to  fend  for  bold  Robin  Hood- 


But  when  bold  Robin  Hood  he  came  there, 


Quten  Catharine  fhe  did  fay*  \ 
Thou  art  welcome,  Locksley,  unto  me, 
*  *  arid  all  thy  yeomen  gay. 


For  a  match  pf  (hooting  I  have  made,  j 

and  thou  on  my  part  muft  be. 

If  I  miss  the  mark,  be  it  light  or  dark,  -  l! 

Xhcn  hanged  I  wiil  be.  -  ' 

when  the  game  began  to  be  play’d,  -  j; 

//•  .  Cold  Robin  won  it  with  a  grace  ; 

But  after,  the  king  was  angry  with  him, 
and  vow’d  he  would  him  chafe.  E  3 


mi 


What  tho’  his  pardon  granted  was* 
while  he  did  with  him  ftay  ; 

But  yet  the  king  was  vex’d  at  him, 
when  he  was  gone  away.  v  t , 

Soon  after  the  King  from  court  did  hie, 
in  a  furious  angry  mood. 

And  often  inquired  both  far  and  near 
after  bold  Robin  Hood. 

But  when  the  King  to  Nottingham  came, 
bold  Robin  was  m  the  wood  : 

O  come,  fays  he,  and  let  me  fee, 
who  can  find  bold  Robin  Hood. 

But  when  bold  Robin  he  did  hear,  , 
the  King  had  him  in  chafe  ; 

Hhen  faid  Little  John,  *tis  time  to  be  gone, 

And  go  to  fome  other  place.  ) 

Then  away  they  went  from  merry  Sherwood. 

,  and  into  Yorkshire  they  did  hie,* 

And  the  king  did  follow,  with  a  hoop  and  a  hallo, 
out  could  not  them  come  nigh. 

Yet  jolly  Robin  he  pafled  along, 

and  went  straight  to  Newcaftle  town, 

And  there  they  ftaid  hours  two  or  three, 
and  then  he  for  Berwick  was  bound. 

When  the  king  did  fee,  how  Robin  did  flee, 
he  was  vexed  wond‘rous  fore  ; 

With  a  hoop  and  a  hallo,  he  vow’d  to  follow, 
and  take  him  or  ne‘er  give  o’er. 

Come,  now  let’s  away,  fays  Little  John, 
let  any  man  follow  that  dare  ; 

To  Carlisle  we’ll  hie,  with  our  company, 
and  so  then  to  Lancafter, 

From  Lancafter  then  to  Chefter  they  went, 
and  fo  did  good  King  Henry , 

But  Robin  went  away,  for  he  durft  not  ftay, 

Sqf  fe^r  of  tome  treachery. 


to  fpeak  with  King  Henry. . 

Queen  Catharine  fee  anfwer’d  bold  Robin  again, 
the  King  is  gone  to  merry  Sherwood, 

And  when  he  went  away,  to  me  he  did  fey, 
he  would  go  and  feek  Robin  Hood* 

Then  fare  you  well  my  gracious  Queen, 
for  to  Sherwood  I’ll  hie  apace ; 

For  fain  would  I  see,  what  he  would  have  with  Ae. 

if  I  could  but  meet  with  his  grace. 

But  when  that  King  Henry  he  came  home*  , 
full  weary  and  vexed  in  mind  ;  > 

And  when  he  did  hear,  Robin  had  been  there, 
he  blamed  dame  fortune  unkind. 

You’re  welcome  home,  Queen  Catharine,  cry ’4* 
Henry  my  fov’reign  liege  j 
Bold  Robin  Hood,  that  archer  good, 
your  person  has  been  to  feek. 

A  boon,  a  boon,  Queen  Catharine  cry’d, 

1  beg  here  of  your  grace, 

To  pardon  his  life,  and  feek  not  strife, 
and  fo  ends  Robin  Hood’s  chafe. 


14.  Robin  Hood's  Golden  Prize ,  shewing  koto  he  rolled  tv* 
Priests  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds . 


I  Have  heard  talk  of  Robin  Hood, 
Derry,  derry  down, 
and  of  brave  Little  John, 

Of  friar  Tuck,  and  Will  Scarlet, 
Locksley,  and  maid  Marrian. 

But  fuch  a  tale  as  this,  before 
I  think  was  never  known, 

For  Robin  Hood  disguised  himfelf, 
and  from  the  wood  is  gone. 

Like  fjo  a  friar  bold  Robin  Hood, 
was’  accoutred  in  his  array  : 

With  hood,  gown,  beads,  and  crucifix, 
he  pass'd  upon  the  way. 

He  had  not  gone  paft  miles  two  or  three, 
but  it  was  his  chance  to  efpy. 

Two  lufty  priefts  clad  all  in  black, 
come  riding  gallantly. 

Benedicite,  then  faid  Robin  Hood, 


fome  pity  on  me  take ; 

Crofs  you  my  hand  with  a  fingle  groat, 
for  our  dear  lady’s  sake* 

For  I  have  been  wandering  all  this  day, 
and  nothing  could  I  get ; 

Not  fo  much  as  one  poor  cup  of  drink, 
•nor  bit  of  bread  to  eat. 


Now  by  ear  holy  dame,  the  priefts  reply’d, 
we  never  a  penny  have  ,* 

For  we  this  morning  have  heen  robb’d, 
and  could  no  money  fave. 

I  am  much  afraid,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
that  you  hoth  tell  a  lie  :  v 
And  now  before  you  do  go  from  hence, 

I  am  refolv’d  to  try. 

When  as  the  priests  heard  him  fay  so, 
then  they  rode  away  amain ; 

But  Robin  Hood  betook  to  his  heels, 
and  foon  overtook  them  again. 

Then  Robin  Hood  laid  hold  of  them  both, 
and  pull’d  them  down  from  their  horfe, 

O  fpare  us,  friar,  the  priefts  cry’d  out,  , ' 
on  us  have  fame  femorfe.  -  ’ 

You  faid  you’d  no  money,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
,  whereWdt yyithout  delay. 

We  thre^e-if-ilk  fall  down  on  our  knees, 
and  forrnOney  We  /will  pray. 

The  priefts  they  could  not  him  gainfay, 
hut  down  did  kneel  with  speed ; 

-Send  us,  O  fend  us,  then,  quoth  they, 

-{bine  money  to  ferve  our  need* 

The  priefts  did  pray  with  a  mournful  cheer, 
sometimes  their  hands  they  wring; 
Sometimes  they  wept  and  tore  their  hair, 
while  Robin  did  merrily  sing. 

When  they  had  been  praying  for  an  hour’s  fp 
the  priefts  did  ftill  lament  /  ' 

Then  quoth  bold  Robin,  now  let  us  fee,*  r 
what  money  heaven  hath  us  fent.  ''  ;  ‘ 
We  will  be  (harers  all  alike, 
of  money  that  we  have  : 

And  there  is  never  a  one  of  us, 
that-  his  fellow  will  deceive. 


(.  *8  .  )  ; 

The  prieft  their  hands  in  their  pockets  put* 
but  money  could  find  none. 

We  will  fearch  ourfelves,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
each  other,  one  by  one. 

Then  Robin  Hood  took  pains  to  fearch  them, 
and  he  found  good  llore  of  gold. 

Five  hundred  pieces  presently. 

Upon  the  grafs  he  told. 

Here  is  a  brave  Ihow,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
fuch  ftore  of  gold  to  fee. 

And  you  each  one  fhall  have  a  part, 
because  you  prayed  fo  heartily. 

He  gave  them  fifty  pounds  a-piece^ 
and  the  reft  himfelf  did  keep  ; 

The  priefts  they  durft  not  fpeak  one  word, 
but  fighed  wond’rous  deep. 

With  that  the  priefts  rofe  up  from  their  knees, 
thinking  to  have  parted  fo  ;  ^  /  •'. 

Nay,  stay,  fays  Robin  Hood,  one  thirty  more, 

I  have  to  fay  e’re  you  go.  .  . 

You  fhall  be  fworn,  faid  bold  Robin  Hood, 
upon  this  holy  grafs, 

*  That  you  fhall  never  tell  lies  again, 

'which  way  foever  you  pafs. 

The  .second  oath  that  you  here  muft  make, 
that  all  the  days  of  your  lives. 

You  never  fhall  tempt  maid  unto  fin, 
nor  lay  with  other  men’s  wives. 

The  laft  oath  you  fhall  take  is  this, 
be  charitable  to  the  poor ; 

Say  you  met  with  a  holy  friar, 
and  .1  defire  no  more. 

He  set  them  on -their  horfes  again, 
and  away  then  they  did  ride; 

And  be  return’d  to  the  merry  green  wood. 
With  great  joy,  mirth,  and  pride.  , 


15.  Robin  Hood  rescuing  Will  Stutely  from  the  Sheriff  and 
his  men,  who  had  taken  him  Prisoner,  and  were  going  to 
hang  him . 

WHEN  Robin  Hood  in  the  green  wood  flood, 
Derry,  deny  down, 
under  the  green  wood  tree. 

Tidings  there  came  to  him  with  fpeed, 
tidings  of  certainty. 

Hey  down,  derry,  derry  down. 

That  Will  Stutely  furprised  was, 
and  eke  in  prison  lay  ; 

Three  varleta  that  the  King  had  hir’d, 
did  basely  him  betray. 

Aye,  and  to-morrow  hang’d  muft  be  \ 
to-morrow  as  foon  as  its  day.; 

Before  they  could  the  victory  get, 
two  of  them  Stutely  did  flay. 

When  Robin  Hood  did  hear  this  news, 
lord,  it  did  grieve  him  fore  ; 

And  to  his  merry  men  he  did  fay, 

who  all  together  swore,  > 

That  Will  Stately  fhould  rescu’d  be, 
and  be  brought  back  again  /* 

Or  else  fhould  many  a  gallant  wight, 

for  his  sake  there  be  slain. 

He  cloafhed  himfelf  in  fc^rlet  then, 
his  men  were  all  in  green  s 


,  (  6o  ) 

A  finer  (how  throughout  the  world, 
in  no  place  could  be  seen. 

Good  Lord  it  was  a  gallant  fight, 
to  fee  them  all  on  a  row ; 

With  every  man  a  good  broad  fword, 
and  eke  a  good  yew  bow. 

Forth  of  the  green  wood  they  are  gone. 
Yea  all  courageously, 

Rofolving  to  bring  Will  Stutely  home, 
or  every  man  to  die. 

And  when  they  came  the  cattle  near, 
wherein  Will  Stutely  lay, 

I  hold  it  good,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
we  here  in  ambufh  ftay. 

And  fend  one  forth  fome  news  to  hear, 
to  yonder  palmer  fair. 

That  ftands  under  the  cattle  wall, 
fome  news  he  may  declare. 

With  that  fteps  forth  a"  brave  young  man 
who  was  of  courage  bold. 

Thus  he  did  fay  to  the  old  man, 

I  pray  thee  palmer  old*  , 

Tell  me,  if  thou  rightly  he#, , 
when  mutt  Will  Stutely  ‘  die  1 
Who  is  one  of  bold  Robin  Hood’s  men, 
and  here  doth  prifoner  lie  ? 

Alas  !  alas !  the  palmer  faid, 
and  for  ever  woe  is  me !  • 

Will  Stutely  hang’d  will  be  this  day, 
on  yonder  gallows  tree. 

P  !  had  his  noble  matter  known, 
he  would  fome  succour  fend,' 

A  few  of  his  bold  yeomanry, 
fuilvfuon  would  fetch  him  hence. 

Aye,  that  is  true  the  young  man  faid  ; 
aye,  that  is  true  faid  he  j  » 


(  6i  ) 

Or,  if  they  were  near  tp  this  place, 
they  foon  would  fet  him  free. 

But  fare  thee  well,  thou  good  old  man, 
farewel,  and  thanks  to  thee  ,♦ 

Jf  Stutely  hanged  be  this  day, 

Reveng’d  his  death  will  be. 

No  fooner  was  he  from  the  palmer  gone, 
but  the  gate  was  open’d  wide. 

And  out  of  the  cattle  Will  Stutely  came, 
guided  on  every  side. 

When  he  was  forth  of  the  cattle  come, 
and  faw  no  help  was  nigh  ; 

Thus  he  did  fay  unto  the  fherifF, 
thus  he  faid  gallantly. 

Now  feeing  that  I  needs  mutt  die, 
grant  me  one  boon,  faid  he. 

For  my  noble  matter  ne’er  had  a  man, 
that  yet  was  hang’d  on  a  tree. 

Give  me  a  sword  all  in.  my  hand, 
and  let  me  be  unbound. 

And  with  thee  and  thy  men  I’ll  figh|, 
’Till  I  lay  dead  on  the  ground. 

But  his  desire  he  would  not  grant, 
his  wishes  were  in  vain  ; 

For  the  flieriff  fwore  he  hang’d  (heuld  be 
and  not  by  the  fword  be  flain. 

Do  but  unbind  my  hands,  he  faid, 

I  will  no  weapon  crave  j 
And  if  I  hanged  be  this  day, 
damnation  let  me  have. 

O  no,  no,  no,  the  flieriff  faid, 
thou  fhalt  on  the  gallows  die. 

Aye,  and  fo  {hall  thy  matter  too, 
if  ever  it  in  me  lie. 

P  daftard  coward,  Stutely  cries, 
feint-hearted  peafant  slave!' 
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If  ever  my  matter  doth  thee  meet, 
thou  (halt  thy  payment  have. 

My  noble  matter  doth  thee  fcorn, 
and  all  thy  cowardly  crew  » • 

Such  silly  imps  unable  are, 

Bold  Robin  to  fubdue. 

But  when  he  was  to  the  gallows  come, 
and  ready  to  bid  adieu, 

Out  of  a  bufh  fteps  Little  John. 

and  comes  Will  Stutely  too. 

I  pray  the  Will  before  thou  die, 
of  thy  dear  friends  take  leave  ; 

I  needs  mutt  borrow  him  awhile, 
how  fay  you,  matter  ftieriff ; 

Now,  as  I  live,  the  iheriff  faid, 
that  varlet  will  1  know ; 

Some  fturdy  rebel  is  that  fame, 
therefore  let  him  not  go. 

Then  Little  John  moft  hastily, 
away  cut  Stutely’s  bands. 

And  from  one  of  the  iheriff's  men, 
a  fword  twitch’d  from  his  hands. 

Here,  Will  take  thou  thia.fame, 
thou  canft  it  better  fway  ; 

And  here  defend  tbyfelf  awhile,  ' 

for  aid  will  come  ftraightway. 

And  there  they  turn'd  them  back  to  back, 
in  the  midft  of  them  that  day, 

’Till  Robin  Hood  approached  near, 
with  many  an  archer  gay. 

With  that  an  arrow  from  them  flew, 

I  will  from  Robin; Hood  j 
Make  hatte,  make  hafte,  the  iheriff  faid, 
make  hafte  for  it  is  not  good. 

The  Iheriff  is  gone,  and  his  doughty  mca, 
thought  it  no  boot  to  ftay. 
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But  as  their  mafter  had  them  taught, 

.  they  ran  full  faft  away. 

O  flay,  O  flay,  Will  Stutely  faid, 
take  leave  e’er  you  depart, 

You  ne’er  will  catch  bold  Robin  Hood. 

Unlefs  you  dare  him  meet. 

O  1  ill  betide  you,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
that  you  fo  foon  are  gone  ; 

My  f  word  may  in  the  fcabbard  rest, 
for  here  our  work  is  done. 

I  little  thought.  Will  Stutely  faid, 
when  I  came  to  this  place, 

For  to  have  met  with  Little  John, 
or  seen  my  mafter  s  face. 

Then  Stutely  was  at  liberty  fet,  - 
and  fafe  brought  from  his  foe ; 

O  thanks  1  O  thanks !  to' my  mafter. 
Since  here  it  was  not  fo. 

And  once  again,  my  fellows  all, 
we  fhall  in  the  green  wood  meet, 
Where  we’ll  make  our  bow- firings  twanj 
mufic  for  us  most  fweet. 


16.  The  noble  Fisherman 


or ,  Robin  Hood's  Preferment, 

N  Summer  time  when  leaves  grow  green, 
When  they  do  grow  both  green  and  long. 


€>f  a  bold  outlaw  call’d  Robin  Hood, 
it  is  of  him  I  fing  this  fong. 

When  the  Iilly  leaf,  and  cowslip  fweet, 
both  bud  and  fpring  with  merry  cheery 
This  outlaw  was  weary  df  the  wood  fide, 
a  chafing  the  JK.ing’s  deer. 

The  filhermen  brave,  more  money  have* 
than  any  merchant,  two  or  three ; 

Therefore  I  will  to  Scarborough  go,s 
that  a  fisherman  I  may  be. 

This  outlaw  call’d  his  merry  men  all, 
as  they  sat  under  the  greenwood  tree  ; 

If  any  of  you  have  gold  to  fpend, 

I  pray  you  heartily  fpend  it  with  me. 

Now,  quoth  Robin  Hood,  i’ll  to  Scarborough  gof* 
it  feems  to  be  a  very  fine  day  , 

He  took  up  his  inn  at  a  Widow  woman's  houfe* 
hard  by  the  waters  grey. 

Who  asked  him,  where  wert  thou  born  ? 

O  tell  me  where  thou  did  ft  fare  ? 
am  a  poor  fifherman,  fard  he  then, 
this  day  entrapped  all  in  care.  , 

What  is  thy  name,  thou  fine  fellow, 

I  pray  thee  heartily  tell  to  me  ? 

In  mine  own  country,  where  I  was  boni, 
men  call  me  Simon  over  the  lee. 

Simon,  Simon,  said  the  good  wife,  * 

I  wish  thou  may’ft  well  brook  thy  name ; 

The  outlaw  was  aware  of  her  courtesy, 
and  rejoiced  he’d  got  fuch  a  dame. 

Simon,  wilt  thou  be  my  man  ? 

and  good  round  wages  I’ll  give  thee ; 

I  have  as  good  a  (hip  of  my  own, 
as  any  that  fails  upon  the  Tea. 

Anchors  and  planks  thou  (halt  want  none, 
masts  and  ropes  that  are  fo  long. 
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And  if  that  you’ll  fo  furnish  me, 
said  Simon,  nothing  fhall  go  wrong. 

They  pluck'd  up  anchor,  and  away  did  fail ' 
more  of  a  day  than  two  or  three ; 

When  others  caft  in  their ,  baited  hook  s, 
the  bare  lines  into  the  fea  cafthe. 

It  will  be  long  faid  the  mailer  then, 

e’er  this  great  lubber  do  thrive  on  the  sea ; 

He  (hall  have  no  part  in  our  fiflv 
for  in  truth  he’s  in  no  part  worthy. 

O  woe  is  me,  faid  Simon  theq, 
this  day  that  ever  1  came  here  ! 

I  wiih  I  were  in  Plumptbn  Park,  . 
chafing  of  the  fallow  deer. 

For  every  clown  laughs  me  to  fcorn, 
and  by  me  fets  nothing  at  all  ,* 

If  I  had  them  in  Plumpton  Park, 

-I  would  fet  as  little  by  them  all. 

They  pluck’d  up  anchor,  and  away  did  fail, 
more  of  a  day  than  two  or  three  ; 

But  Simon  espied  a  (hip  of  war, 
that  fail’d  towards  them  vigoroufly. 

O  woe  is  me,  faid  the  matter  then, 
the  day  that  e‘er  I  was  born  ; 

For  all  the  filh  that  we  have  got, 
is  every  bit  loft  and  forlorn  ! 

For  these  French  robbers  on  the  fea$, 
they  will  not  fpare  of  us  one  man. 

But  will  carry  us  to  the  coaft  of  France, 
and  lay  us  in  a  prison  ftrong. 

But  Simoirfaid,  do  not  fear  them, 
neither,  matter,  take  you  care. 

But  give  me  my  bent  bow  in  my  hand, 
and  never  a  Frenchman  will  1  fpare. 

Hold  thy  peace  thou  long  lubber, 

for  thou  art  nought  but  brag3  and  boaft. 
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If  I  fhould  call  thee  overboard, 
there’ll  be  but  a  Ample  lubber  loft. 

Simon  grew  angry  at  these  words*  j 
and  so  angry  then  was  he  ; 

That  he  took  bis  bent  bow  iff  hishttd, 
and  on  the  (hip  hatch  goeth  he. 

Matter,  tie  me  to  «e  matt,  he  ftid, 
that  at  mjr  mark  I  may  ftand  fair. 

Then  give  me  my  bent  bow  in  my  hind, 
and  never  a  Frenchman  wiff  l  fpare. 

He  drew  his  arrow,  W  die’  Beadi 
and  drew  it  with  might  and  main. 

And  ftraight  in  the  twinkling  of  ad  eye, 
to  the  Frenchman's  heart  the  arrow  gain. 
The  Frenchman  fell  down  oft  the  fhip’s  hatch 
and  under  the  hatches  down  below  : 
Another  Frenchman  that  him  edpy’d, 
the  dead  corpse  into  the  fea' did  thrown 
O  matter,  loose  me  from  the  matt  he  faid, 
and  for  them  all  take  you  no  care, 

For  give  me  my  bent  bow  in  my  hand, 
and  never  a  Frenchman  will  I  fpare. 

Then  ftraight  they  boarded  the  French  fhip, 
they  laying  dead  all  in  their  fight  t 
They  found  within  the  fhip  of  war, 

twelve  thoufand  pounds  in  money  bright; 
The  one  half  of  the  fhip,  faid  Simon  then, 
I’ll  give  to  my  dame  arid  children  fmall ) 
And  the  other  half  of  the  fhip  I’ll  give, 
to  you  that  are  my  fellows  all. 

But  now  befpoke  the  matter  then* 
for  fo  Simon  it  mutt  not  be. 

For  you  have  won  it  with  your  hands* 
and  the  owricr  of  it  you  lhall  be. 

It  fhall  be  fo  as  J.  have  faid, 
and  with "the  gold,  for  the  dPP 


An  habitatioh  will  <  l  build, 
where  they  (hall  live  at  peace 


IT.  Robin  Hood's  Delight  j  or  anew  Combat  jbttght  between 
Rabin  Hood,  Little  John ,  and  WiU  Scarlet,  with  three  stout 
Keepers  In  Sherwood  Forest*  .  .  ^ 

rrpHERE-’s  fome  will  talk  of  lords  and  knight^ 

11  Down,  a  down,  a  down, 
and  fome  of  yeomen  good. 

But  I  will  tell  you  of  Wilt  Scarle'tj 
Little  John  and  Robin  Hood. 

They  were  outlaws  it  is  well  knbWit, 

add  men  of  noble  blodd,  .  f 

And  many  times  their  valour  was  Ihewii. 

in  the  foreft  of  merry  SherWood. 

Upon  a  time  it  chanced  fo,  «  . 

as  Robin  Hood  would  have  it  be. 

They  all  three  would  a  walking  go, 
some  paftime  fot  to  fee. 

And  as  they  walk’d  the  foreft  alorigj  * 

upon  a  midfummer  day,  ‘  f 
There  was  they  aware  of  three  forefters,' 
all  clad  in  greed  array; 

With  brave  long  falchions  By  their  fldtfs, 
and 'foreft  bills  in  their  hands. 

They  >call*d  aloud  to  thofe’  outlaws, 
and  charg’d  them  for  to  fta»d. 
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ytby,  who  arc  you,  cry’d  bold  Robin, 
that  fpeak  fo  boldly  here  ?  - 

We  t^ree  belong  to  king  Henry, 
and  are  keepers  of  his  deer. 

The  devil  you  are,  faid  Robin  Hood, 

Tain  fure  it  is  not  fo  s  .  .  „ 

We  be  three  keepers  of  this  forel^ 
and  that  you  foon  ihalllknow. 

Your  coats  of  green  lay  on  the  gr  ound, 
and  so  we  will  all  three  » 

And  take  your  fwords  and  bucklers  round, 
and  try  the  viftory.  "* 

We  be  content  the  keepers  laid, 
we  be  three  and  no  less. 

Then  why  Ihould  we  of  you  be  afraid, 
as  we  never  did  tranfgress  ?  ' . 

Why,  if  you  be  the  keepers  of  this  fore  It-, 
we  be  three  rangers  good,  ■ 

And  will  make  you  know,  before  you  do  go, 
you  met  with  bold  Robin  Hoqd. 

We  be  content,  thou  bold  outlaw, 

our  courage  here  to  try,  ♦ 

And  will  make  you  know  before  we  do  go, 
we  will  fight  before  we  will  fly. 

Then  draw  your  fwords  you  bold  outlaws, 
no  longer  ftand  to  prate* 

Rut  let  us  try  it  out  with  blows, 
for  cowards  we  do  hate. 

Here  is  one  for  thee  Will  Scarlet, 
and  another  for  Ljtle  John, 

And  I  myself  for  bold  Robin  Hood, 
becaufe  he  is  Rout  and  ftrong. 

So  they  fell  to  it  full  hard  and  fore, 
it  was  bn  a  midsummer  6  day  ;  - 

From  eight  of  the  clock,  ’till  two  and  paft, 

'  jbey  all  lhew’d  gallant  play* 


there  Robin.  Will  and  Little  Johtij 

they  fought  moft  manfully, 

*Tili  all  their  wind  ftas  f^ent  ana  gdnc^ 
then  Robin  Hood  aloud  did  cry, 

O  hold,  O  hold,  tries  bold  Rohm* 

1  fee  you  be  ftdut  men  ;  . 

Let  roe  blow  one  blaft  oh  my  bhgle  horn, 
then  Til  fight  with  you  again.  y 

That  bargain’s  to  inakei  bold  Robin  HoodJ 
therefore  we  it  deny  ; 

Thy  blaft  upon  thy  bugle  horrt, 
cannot  make  us  fight  or  fly* 

Therefore  fall  bn,  or  eljje  begofte, 
and  yield  to  us  tHe  day  ;  * ; 

It  llvall  ne'er  be  faid,  that  we  are  afraid; 

of  thee,  or  thy  yeomen  gay. 

If  that  be  fo,  cries  Hood  Robin* 

Ut  me  but  know  your  names. 

And  in  the  foreft  of  merry  Sherwood; 

I  will  ektol  your  fames. 

And  with  ouf  nam^bne  of  them  laid; 

what  baft  thou  litre  to  do  ? 

Except  that  thou  wilt  fight  it  out* 

our  pames  thou  (halt  not  know.  , 

We’U  fight  no  more,  faid  bold  Robin  lidod 
ybu  be  men  of  valour  ftout  / 

Come  and  go  with  me  to  Nottingham, 
and  there  we  will  fight  it  out. 

With  a  but  of  fack  we  will  bang  it  about* 
to  see  who  wins  the  day, 

.  And  for  the  cost  make  you  no  dpubt, 

I  have  gold  enough  to  pay. 

And  ever  herfeafter  as  long  as  we  live* 
we  all  will  brethren  be ; 

For  IJove  thofe  men  with  heart  and  hand; 
that  will  fieht  and  never  flee. 


J8.  Robin  Hood  and  the  Beggar  ;  shewing  how  he  and  the 
Beggar  fought  and  changed  clothes  ;  lioxv  he  went  a  begging 
to  Nottingham  ;  and  how  he  saved  three  Brethren  from  hang¬ 
ing  for  stealing  the  King's  Deer .  - 

COME  and  liften,  you  gentlemen  all, 

With  a  hey  down,  down,  and  a  down, 
that  mirth  do  love  for  to  hear. 

And  a  ftory  true.  I’ll  tell  unto  you, 
if  that  you  will'  but  draw  near. 

In  elder  times,  when  meiViments  were, 
and  archery  was  holden  good. 

There  was  an  outlaw,  as  many  do  know, 
which  men  call  Robin  Hood. 

Upon  a  time  it  chanced  fo, 

bold  Robin  Hood  was  merry  dispos’d. 

His  time  to  fpend,  he  did  intend, 
either  with  friends  or  foes. 

Then  he  got  upon  a  gallant  fteed, 
the  which  was  worth  angels  ten, 

With  a  mantle  of  green,  moft  brave  to  be  seen, 
he  left  all  his  merry  men. 

And  riding  towards  Nottingham, 
some  pastime  for  to  fpy, 
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There  was  he  aware  of  a  jolly  beggar 
as  e’er  he  beheld  with  his  eye. 

,  An  old  patch’d  coat  the  beggar  had  on, 
which  he  did  daily  ufe  to  wear; 

And  many  a  bag  about  him  did,  wag, 

^  which  made  Robin  Hood  to  him' repair. 

God  fpeed,  God  fpeed,  faid  Robin  Hood  then,1 
wh3t  countryman  tell  unto  me? 

I  am.Yorkshirei  Sir,  but  e’er  you  go  far, 

.  fome  charity  give  unto  me. 

I  have  no  money ,  faid.  Robin  Hood  then, 

/  but  a  ranger  within  the  wood  ; 

I  am  an  outlaw  as  many  do  know, 
my  name  it  is  Robin  Hood. 

But  yet  I  muft  tell  thee,  bonny  beggar, 

■v*  that  a  bout  with  thee  I  must  try* 

Thy  coat  of  grey,  lay  down  I  say, 
and  I  my  mantle  of  green  (hall  lay  by. 
Content,  content,  the  begger  he  ciy’d, 
thy  part  it  will  be  the  worse ; 

For  I  hope  this  bout  will  give  thee  the  rout, 
and  then  have  at  thy  purfe,  .  1 

The  beggar  he  had  a  mickle  long  ftaff, 
and  Robin  had  a  nut  brown  fwprd; 

The  beggar  drew  nigh  and  at  Robin  let  fly,  >r  v 
^  but  gave  him  ne’er  a  word, 
v  Fight  on,  fight  on,  faid  Robin  Hood,  then, 
this  game  well  pleaseth  me. 

For  every  blow  that  Robin  gave, 
the  beggar  gave  buffets  three. 

And  fighting  there  full,  hard  and  fore, 
not  Sir  from  Nottingham  town, 

They  never  fled,  ’till  from  Robin  Hood’s  bead, 
the  blood  it  ran  trickling  down. * 

©  hold  thy  hand,  said  Robin  Hood, 
and  thou  and  I  will  agree }  • 
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If  that  be  true,  the  beggar  he  faid, 
thy  mantle  come  give  unto  me. 

Now.  a  change,  a  change,  said  Robin  Hood, 
thy  bags  and  thy  coat  give  ine  .* 

And  this  rhantleof  mine.  I’ll  to,  the  resign, 
my  horfe  and  my  bravery. 

When  Rohin  had  got  the  beggar’s  cloathee, 
he  looked  round  about ; 

Methinks,  fays  he,  I  feem  for  to  be, 
a  beggar  brave  and  Rout. 

TVtr  now  I  have  a  bag  for  my  bread, 
so  I  have  another  for  my  corn  ; 

I  have  one  for  fait,  and  another  for  malf.  . 
and  another  for  my  little  horn. 

And  now  I  will  a  begging  go. 

Some  charity  fqr  to  find  ; 

And  if  any  more  of  Robin  you’ll  know, 
in  the  second  part,  jts  behind. 

Now  Robin  he  is  to  Nottingham  bound, 
with  his  bag  hanging  down  to  his  knee  ; 

His  ftaff<and  his  coat,  scarce  worth  a  groat, 
yet  merrily  passed  he. 

As  Robin  he  pafled  the  flreets  along, 
he  heard  a  pitiful  cry  ; 

Three  brethren  dear,  as  he  did  hear, 
condemned  were  to  dip. 

Then  Robin  he  hied  to  the  Iheriffs  house, 
some  relief  for  to  feek ; 

He  skip’d,  he  leap’d,  and  caper’d  full  high., 
as  be  went  along  the  ftreef. 

But  when  to  the  ftierifPs  house  he  came, 
there  a  gentleman  fine  and  brave, 

-Thou  beggar,  said  he,  pome  tell  unto  me. 
what  is  it  that  thou  would’ft  have  ? 

Ho  meat  nor  drink,  said  llobii}  Hood  then, 
fbat  l  come  here  tp  crave  j  *  , 
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But  to  beg  the  lives  of  the  yeo.«™ , 
and  that  I  £ain  would-  have.  '  •  -  . 

That  cannot  be,  thou  bold  beircar.  " 

the  fact  it  is  so  cjear ;  ~  * 

I  tell  to  thee,  they  hang’d  muft  be, 
for  dealing  our  king’s  deer.  ‘  • '  •’ 

But  when  to  the  gallows  they  did  come, 
there  were  many  a  weeping  eye  ; 

O  hold  your  peace,  faid  Robin  Hood  then, 
tor  certain  they  (hall  not  die. 

Then  Robin  he  fet  his  horn  to  his  mouth,  ‘ 
and  blew  out  blafts  three, 

’Till  an  hundred  bold  archers  brave, 

oame  kneeling  down  at  his  knee. 

What  i,s  your  will,  matter?  faid  they, 

we  are  at  thy  command  ; 

Shoot  eaft,  (hoot  weft,  faid  Robin,  then, 

and  fee  you  fpare  no  man. 

Then  they  (hot  eaft,  and  they  (hot  weft, 
theirarrows  were  fo  keen  j 
The  sheriff  he  and  his  company,  -  < 

no  longer  could  be  seen. 

Then  he  ftept  to  these  brethren  three, 
and  away  he  -  has  them  ta  en*; 

The  (heriff  was  croft,  and  many  a  man  loft 
that  lay  dead  on  the  jdain.  ' 

And  away  they  went  to  the  meryy  green  wood,  ' 
and  sung  witli  a  merry  glee  9 
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i  iiiinK  it  wona  rous  good, 

Where  my  nephew,  by  my  bold  yeomen. 

Will  be  welcom’d  unto  the  green  wood. 
With  that  he  took  his  bugle  horn, 
full  well  he  could  it  blow ; 

Straight  from  the  woods  came  marching  down, 
one  hundred  tall  fellows  and  more. 

Stand,  Hand  to  your  arms,  fays  Will  Scarlet, 
lo  !  the  enemies  are  within  ken  : 

With  that  Robin  Hood  he  laughed  aloud, 
crying,  they  are  my  bold  yeomen 
Who  when  they  arrived  and  Robin  efpy'd, 
crying,  mailer,  what  is  your  will  ? 

We  thought  you  had  in  danger  been, 
your  horn  did  found  fo  lhi;ill. 

Now  nay,  now  nay,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
the  danger  is  paft  and  gone  j 
I  would  liavp  you  to  welcome  my  nephew  here, 
tharfcas  paid  me  two  for  one. 


In  feafting  and  fporting  they  fpent  the  day, 

’till  Phoebua  funk  into  the  deep  ;  . 

Then  each  one  to  his  quarters  hied, 
his  guard  there  .for  ,  to  keep.  ..  . 

Long  had  they  not  Walk’d  Within  the  green  wood, 
but  Robin  he  was.  ^fpy’d, 

By  a  beautiful  damfet1  alf  alone. 

that  on  a  black  palfrey  did  ride.  . . 

Her  riding  fuit  was  of  a  fable  hue,  black 
Cyprus  over  her  face,  _  ' 

Thro’  which  her  rofe-like  cheeks  didblufh, 
all  with  a  comely  grace.  ,  s 

Come  tell  me  the  caufc,  thou  pretty  one, 
quoth  Robin,  and  tell  me  right, . 

From  whence  thou  com’ft,  and  whither  thou  gjo’ft, 
all  in  this  mournful  plight  ? 

From  London  I  came,  the  damfel  reply’d, 
from  London  upon  the  Thames, 

Which  circled  is,  O  grief  to  tell  1 
besieged  with  foreign  arms. 

By  thp  proud  Prince  of  Arragon, 
who  swears  by  his  martial  hand. 

To  have  the  Princess  to  his  fpoule, 
or  elfe  to  wafte  this  land. 

Except  fuch  champions  call  be  found, 
that  dare  fight  three  to  three,' 

Againft  the  Prince  and  Giants  twain, 
mod  horrid  for  to  fee. 

Whofe  grisly  looks  and  eyes  like  brands, 

Jstrike  terror  where  they  come, 

With  ferpents  hissing  on  their  helms, 
inftead  of  feather’d  plume. 

The  princess  lliall  be  the  victor’s  prize, 
the  king  has  vow’d  and  (aid  j 
And  he  that  (hall  the  conqueft  win, 
fhall  have  her  to  his  bride. 
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Now  we  are  four  damfels  fent  abroad, 
to  the  Eall,  Weft,  North  and  South, 

To  try  whofe  fortune  is  so  good, 
to  find  thefe  champions  gut. 

But  all  in  vain  we  have  sough!  about, 
for  none  fo  bold  there  are. 

Who  dare  adventure  life  and  blood, 
to  free  a  lady  fair. 

When  is  the  day  ?  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
tell  me  this  and  no  more. 

On  Midfummer  next,  the  damfel  faid, 
which  is  June  the  twenty-fourth. 

With  that  the  tears  trickl'd  down  her  cheeks, 
and  filent  was  her  tongue  s  >  '  • 

With  fighs  &nd  fobs  (he  took  her  leave, 
and  away  her  palfrey  fprung. 

This  news  ftruck  Robin  to  the  heart, 
he  fell  down  on  the  grafs. 

His  a&ions  and  his  troubl'd  mind, 
shew’d  he  perplexed  was. 

Where  lies  your  grief  ?  quoth  Will  Scarlet, 

O  matter!  tell  to  me? 

If  the  damsel’s  eyes  have  pierc’d  your  heart. 
I’ll  fetch  her  back  totbee. 

Now  nay,  now  nay,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
fhe  does  not  cause  my  fmart  s 
But  'tis  the  poor  diftreffed  princess, 

T  hat  wounds  me  to  the^heart. 

I  will  go  fight  the. giants  all, 
to  set  the  hdy  free, 

The  d— — 1  take  my  foul,  quoth  Little  John, 
if  I  part  with  thy  company. 

Muft  I  ftay  behind  ?  quoth  Will  Scarlet, 
no,  no,  that  muft  not  be ; 

PI1  fnq>ke  the  third  man,in  the  fight, 
iope  (hall  be  three  to  three. 


Thefe  words  cheer’d  Robin  to  the  hearty 
joy  (hone  upon  his  face. 

Within  his  arms  he  hugg’d  them  both, 
and  kindly  did  embrace. 

Quoth  he  we’ll  put  on  motley  grey, 
and  long  staves  in  our  hands, 

A  ferip  and  bottle  by  our.  fides, 
as  come  from  the  holy  lands. 

So  may  we  pafs  along  the  highway, 
none  will  ask  us  from  whence  we  came. 
But  take  us  pilgrims  for  to  be, 
or  elfe  feme  holy  mep.lL 
Now  they  are  on  their  journey  gone, 
as  fall  as  they  may  fpeed. 

Yet  for  all  their  hafte,  e’er  they  arriv’d, 
the  princes  forth  was  led  / 

To  be  delivered  to  the  prince, 
who  in  the  lift  did  ftand, 

Prepar’d  to  fight,  or  elfe  receive, 
his  lady  by  the  hand. 

With  that  he  walk’d  about  the  lift, 

"With  giants  by  his  fide  ; 

Bring  forth,  quoth  he,  your  champions,. 

or  bring  me  forth  my  bride. 

This  is  the  four  and  twentieth  day,  •.  > 
The  day  prefix’d  upon  ; 

Bring  forth  my  bride,  or  London  burns, 
l  f wear  by  Alcoran. 

Then  cries;the  King  and  Queen  likewise, 
both  weeping  as  they  fpake, 

Lo,  we  have^brought  our  daughter  dear, 
whom  we  are  forc’d,  to.  fprfake. 

With  that  ftept  out  bold  Robin  Hood, 
cries,  my  Liege  it  muft  -  not  be  fo. 

Such  beauty  as  the  fair  piincefs, 

Is  not  for  a  tyrant’s  mo  yr.  G  3 


,  ,  (  7«  ) 

The  prince  he  then  began  to  ftorm,  '  . 

cries  fool,  fanatic,  baboon  f  - 

How  dare  thou  atop  my  valour’s  prbse. 

I’ll  kill  thee  with  a  frown. 

Thou  Tyrant,  Turk,  thou  infidel, 
thus  Robin  did  reply, 

Thy  frowns  I  fcorn  ;  lo  !  here’*  my  gauge, 
and  thus  I  thee  defy. 

And  for  thofe  two  Goliahs  .here, 
that  Hand  on  either  side. 

Here  are  two  little  Davids  by, 
that  foon  (hall  tame  their  pride. 

Then  did  the  King  for  armour  fend, 
for.  lances,  fwords,  and  fhieljls ; 

And  thus  all  three  in  armour,  bright, 
came  marching  into  the  field. 

The  trumpets  began  to  found  a  charge, 
each  fingled  out  his  man*  - 
Their  arms  in  pieces  foon  were  hewn, 
blood  fprang  from  every  vein 
The  prince  reach’d  Robin  Hood  a  blow, 
he  ftruck  with  might  and  main, 

Which  made  him  reel  about  the  field, 
as  though  he  had  been  Haiti. 

God-a-mercy,  quoth  Robin  Hood,  for  that  blow 
the  quarrel  fhall  foon  be  try'd. 

This  ftroke  fhall  Ihow  .a  full  divorca, 
betwixt  thee  and  thy  bride. 

So  from  his  llioulders  he  cut  .his  head, 
which  on  the  ground  did  fall. 

And  grumbled  fore  at  Robin  Hood, 
to  be  fu  dealt  withal. 

The  giants  then  began  to  rage, 
to  fee  their  prince  lay  dead  5 
Tho*i,wilt  be  next,  find  Little  John* 
unlefs  thou  guard  iny  head; 


*  • . 


'  .  (  79  .) 

With  that  his  falchion  he  twirl'd  about, 
it  was  both  keen  and  fharp  ;  ~ 

He  clove  the  giant  to  the  belt;  * 

and  cut  in  twain  his  hearty  .  >  » 

Will  Scarlet  well  had  play’d,  his  part, 

the  giant  he  had  brought  to  bis-  knee  ;  <-■ 
Quoth  Will,  the  Devil  cannot  break  hi*  fait, 
unlefs  he  has  you  all  three.  . 

So  with  his  falchion  he  run  him  through, 
a  deep  and  ghaftly  wound  : 

Who  dantn'd  and  foam’d,  curs'd  and  blafphem’d 
and  then  fell  on  the  ground. 

Now  all  the  lifts  with  ihouta  were  fill’d, 
the  skies  they  did  refound, .  ^  .  i 

Which  brought  the  princefs  to  herfelf,  . 

who  had  fallen  into  a  fwoon. 

The  King,  and  Queen,  and  Princefs  fair, 
came  walking  to  the  place,. 

And  gave  the  champions  many  thanks, 
and  did  them  further  grace.  ■  ' 

Tell  me,  .quoth  the  King,  whence  you  are, 
that  thus  difguifed  came,  ' 

Whofe  valour  fpeaks  that  noble  blood, 
doth  run  through  every  vein.  . 

A  boon,  a  boon,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
on  my  knees  1  beg  and  crave  ;  * 

By  my  crown,  quoth  the  King,  I  grant, 
ask  what,  and  thou  (halt  have. 

Then  pardon  I  beg  for  my  merry  men, 
which-  are  in  the  green  wodd, 

For  Little  John  and  Will  Sou-let, 
and  for  me,  bold  Robin  Hood. 

Art  thou  Robin  Hood  ?  quoth. the  King } 

for  the  vafoiir  that  thou  haft  ,  fhessn, 

Youf  pardon* l  do  freely  grant, 
and  welcome  every  one/ 


The  Pnncefs  I  promis’d  the  vigor’s  prize, 
she  cannot  have  you  all  three  ; 
bheihall  A°ofe,  quoth  Robin;  faid  Lftde  John, 
then  little  (hare  falls  to  me. 

Then  did  the  Princess  view  all  three, 

A  with  comely,  lovely  grace, 

And  took  Will  Scarlet  by  the  hand,  * 

Saying^,  here  I  make  my  choice. 

Wuh  that  a  noble  Lord  ftept  forth. 

of  Maxwell,  Earl  wks  he. 

Who  look’d  Will  Scarlet  in  the  face. 

and  wept  molt  bittetfy. 

Quoth  he  Iha<&  a  fon  like  thee, 
whom  I  lov’d  wond'rous  well. 

But  he  is  gone,  or  rather  dead, 
hjs  name  is  young  Gamwell.1  ; 

Then  did  Will  Scarlfet  fall  on  his  knees,  K 

crying,  father,  father,  here,  v 

H^e  k“e.e!s  y°«r  fon,  your  young  Gamwell, 

You  faia  you  lov’d  fo  dear. 

ani  b » ■*««* 


(8*  ) 

ALL  you  that  delight  for  to  fpend  feme  time, 
a  merry  fong  for  to  ling,  '  ’ 

Unto  me  draw  near,  and  you  (hall  hear, 
how  Little  John  went  a  begging. 

As  Robin  Hood  Walk’d  the  foreft  along/ 
and  all  his  yeomanry;  *■  ' 

Says  Robin,  fome  of  you  nruft  a  begging  go, 
and  Little  John,  it  muft  be  thee. 

Says  John,  if  I  must  a  begging  go, 

I  will  have  a  palmer’s  weed,  '*  " 

With  a  ftafF  and  coat,  and  bags  of  all  forts, 
the  better  then  (hall  I  fpeed. 

Come  now  give  me  a  bag  for  Ay  bread, 
and  another  for  my  eheefe,  / 

And  one  for  a  penny,  if  I  get  any, r 
that  nothing  I,  may  lease. 

Now  Little  John  he  is  a  begging  gone, 
feeking  for  fome  relief  ;  ^ 

But  of  all  the  beggars  he  met  on  the  way, 

Little  John  he  was  the  chief.  - 
As  he  was  a  walking  by  himfdf  alone,  - 

four  beggars  he  chanced  to  ’fpy. 

Some  deaf,  fome  blind,  and  fome  came  behind, 
fays  John,  here’s  a  brave  company. 

Good  morrow,  fays  John,  my  brethren  dear,  r 
good  fortune  I  had  you  to  fefr';£.  ‘  . 

Which  way  do  you  go,  pray  let  me  know,* ‘  *  ?  .  ; 

for  I  want  fome  company.  ’ 

O  what  is  here  to  do,  faid  Little  John,  • 
why  ring. all  thefe  bells  ?  faid  he, 

What  dog  is  hanging  ?  come  let  us  be  ganging,  ’ ' 
that  we  the  truth  may  fee. 

Here  is  no  dog  hanging,  one  of  them  faid,  *  >  • 

jgood  fellow,  I  tell  unto  thee  ,* 

But  here  is  one  dead,  that  will  give  us  cheese  &  bread, 
and  ft  may  be  one  iingle  penny. 


(  82  ) 

We  have  brethren  ip  London,  another  faid, 
so  we  have  ln^Covex^tryj 

Jn  Berwick  ap^^over^and, plf-tbe  woi-ld  over 
hnt.  ne  er  a  crpoked  Carl  Jjk*  thee.  ,  •  ; 

.Therefore  ft  and  thee  back  tbqu;  crooked  carl, 
and  take  that  knock  on  the  crown  ; 

Nay,  fays  Little  John,  I’ll  not  begone, 
for  a  bout  I  will  have  of  yqu  round. 

Now  have  at  you  all,  faid  Little  John, 
if  you  be  fo  full  of  your  blpWs, 

Fight  on  all  four ,  .and  never-;  give  o’er, 
whether  you  be  friends  or  foes. 

John  nipp  d  the.  duaib^'and,  made  him  to  roar, 
and  the  blind  that  could  ppt  fee  ; 

And  he  that  a  cripgleirad  been  feven  years, 
he  made  him  run  fatter  than  he. . 

And  flinging  them  all  againft  the  wall, 
with  niany  a'fturdy  bang  ; 

It  made  Jobq  ling,  to  hear  the ; gold  ring, 
and  againft  the  walls  cry  twang.  . 

Then  he  got  out  of  the  beggar’s  cloak, 
three  hundred  pounds  in.  gold  ; 

Good  fortune  had  I,  faid  Little  John, 
luch  a  good  fight  to  behold. 

For  he  found  in  the  beggars’; bags, 

three  hundred  pounds  and  three  ; 

If  I  drink  water  .while  this  doth  laft, 
then  an  ill  death  may  I  die . 

And  the  begging  trade  I  now  will  give  o’er, 
my  fortune  hath  been  fo  good. 

Therefore  I’ll  not  ftay,  but  I  will  away, 
to  the  foreft  of  merry  Sherwood. 

But  when  $o  the  foreft  of  Sherwood  he  came, 
he  quickly  there  did  fee, 

Bold  Robin  Hood;  his  master  good, 
and  all  his  company.  -  - 


(  *3  ) 

Wliat  tie  we,  whatnews,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
come,  Little  John,  tell*  Unfcf  me,J  ‘ 

How  thou  haft  fped,  with1  thv  befrfcar's  trade, 
for  that  I  fain  would  fee  • 

No  news  but  good;  faid  Little  John;' 

with  begging  full  well  -have  I  fped; 

Three  hundred  atid  three,  I  have  herii  for  thee, 

.  in  filver  and  gold  fo  red.  '  ;  - 

Then  Robin  Hoocf  took  Little  John  by  the  hand. 

and  danc’d  roundT  the  oak  tree  ; 

If  we  drink  water  while  this  doth  laft, 
then  an  ill  death  may  we  die. 

So  to  conclude  bay  merry  new  fong, 
all  you  that  delight  to  fing, 

Ti8  of  Robin  Hood,  that  archer  good, 
and  how  Little  John  went  a  begging. 


21.  Robin  Hood  and  the  Ranger  t  or  True  Friendship,  after 
a  Fierce  Fight.  *  *7,  il 

WHEN  Phoebus  had  melted  the  ficles  of  icij^r. 

and  likewife  the  mountains  of  inow,  /  c 
Bold  Robin  Hood  he:  would  ramble  to  lee, 
and  frolic  abroad  -with  his  bow. 

He  left  all  his  merry  men  waiting  behind,  » 
whilft  through  the  green  v allies  he  pafs'd, 

Where  , he  did’  behold  a  forefter  bold, 
who  cry’d  out,  friend,  whether  fo  faft  ? 

I’m  going,  quoth  Robin,  to  kill  a  fat  buch, 
for  me  and  my  merry  men  all  > 


(  8+  » 

Befides,  e’er  I  go.  I’ll  have  a  fat  doe, 
or  elfe  it  (hall  coft  me  a  fall. 

You  d  bell  have  a  care,  faid  the  forever  then, 
for  thefe  are  his  majefty’s  deer  y 
Before  you  (hall  (hoot,  the  thing  I’ll  difpute. 

for  I  am  head  forefter  here. 

Thefe  thirteen  long  fummero,  faid  Robin  I'm  fure, 
my  arrows  I  here  have  let  fly; 

Where  freely  I  range,  methinks  it  is  ftrange, 
you  fhould  have  more  power  than  I. 

This  foreft,  quoth  Robin,  I  think  is  my  own, 

-  -and  fo  are  the  nimble  deer  tocf  i 
Therefore  I  declare,  and  folemnly  swear. 

I’ll  not  be  affronted  (>y  you. 

The  forefter  he  had  along  quarter  ftaff, 
likewife  a  broad  fword  by  his  fide  y 
Without  more  ado,  he  prefently  drew,. 

declaring  the  truth  fhould  be  try’d.  . 

Bold  Robin  Hood  had  a  fword  of  the  beft,. 

thus  e’er  he  would  taka  any  wrong, 

His  courage  was  flulh,  he’d  venture  a  brufh, 
and  fo  they  fell  to  it  ding  dong,  . 

The  very  firft  blow  that  the  forefter  gave,  ~ 
he  made  his  broad  weapoo  cry  twang-; 

’Twas  over  the  head,  he  fell  down  for  dead, 

O  that  was  a  terrible  bang ! 

But  Robin  he  foon  recover'd  himfelf, 
and  bravely  fell  to  it  again  y 
The  very  aext  ftroke,  their  weapons  they  broke, 
yet  never  a  man  there  was  (lain. 

At  quarter- ftaff  then  they  refolved  to  play, 
becaufe  they  would  have  the  other  bout ; 

And  brave  Robin  Hood  right  valiantly  ftool 
unwilling  he  was  to  give  out.  -  * 

Bold  Robin  he  gave  him  very  hard  blowi, 
thp  other  return’d  them  as  faft  ; 


(  > 

At  every  ftroke  their  jackets  did  fmoke ; 

three  hoars  this  combat  did  iaft 
At  length  in  a  rage  the  bold  forefter  grew, 
and  he  eudgell’d  bold  Robin  full  fore, 

That  he  could  not  Hand  fo  (baking  his  haudK 
he  faid  let  us  freely  give  o’er. 

Thou  art  a  gobd  fellow,  I  needs  mutt  confefs, 

I  never  knew  any  fo  good  j 
Thou  art  fitting  to  be  a  yeoman  for  me, 
and'live  in  the  merry  green  wood. 

Til  give  thee  this  ring  as  a  token  of  love, 

for  bravely  thou  haft  a£ted  thy  part / 

That  man  who  can  fight,  in  him  I  delight, 
and  love  him  with  all  my  whole  heart.  ' 

Then  Robin  Hood  fetting  his  horn  to  his  mouth, 
a  blafl  then  he  merrily  blows  ; 

His  yeomen  did  hear,  and  ftraight  did  appear,  • 
a  hundred  with  trufty.long  bows.  $ 

Now  Little  John  came  at  the  head  of  them  all, 
cloath’d  in  a  rich  mantle  of  green  ; 

And  likevaife  the  reft  were  gloriously  dress’d, 
a  delicate  fight  to  be  feen- 
Lo!  thefe.are  my  yeomen,  says  Robin  Hood, 
and  thou  (halt  be  one  of  the  train ; 

A  mantle  and  bow,  and  quiver  alfo, 

I  give  them;  whom  I  entertain. 

The  Forefter  willingly  entered  the  lift, 
they  were  fuch  a  beautiful  fight  ;  * 

Then  with  a  long  bow,  they,  (hot  a  fat  dap, 
and  made  a  rich  (upper  at  night- 
What  finging  and  dancing  was  in  the  green  wood, 
For  the  joy  of  another  new  mate ; 

With  mirth  and  delight  ,  they  fpent  all  the  night, 
and  liv’d  at  a  plentiful  rate.  ~ 

The  forefter  ne’er,  was  fo  merry  before,  .. 

as  when  he  was  with  thefe  brave  fouls,  \ 


Who  never  would  fail,  in  beer,  wine,  and  ale, 
to  take  off  their  cheriihing  .bowls'. 

Then  Robin  Hood  gave  him  a  mantle  of  green, 
broad  arrows,  and  a  curious  long,  bow  j 
This  done,  the  neict  day,  fo  gallant  and  gay, 
he  marched  them  all  on  a  row. 

Quoth  he,  my  bold  yeoman  be  true  to  your  trlift, 
and  then  we’ll  range  the  woods  wid$. 

They  did  all  declare,  and  folemnly  fwear, 
they’d  conquer,  or  die  by  his  fide. 


Robin  Hood  and  I  At  tie'  John,,  being  an  account,  of  their 
first  meeting,  their  fierce  Encounter  arid  Conquest.  To 
•  which  is  added .  tjfir.ir  friendly  Agreement ,  and  how  ke-came 
to  be  culled  Lit  tic  John, 

WHEN  Robin  Hood  was  about  20  years  old, 
He  happen’d  to  meet  Little  John, 

A  jolly  brisk,  blade,  right  fit  for  the  trade,. 

for  he  was  a  lusty  young  man. 

Tho’  he  was  call’d  little,  his  limbs  they  were  large, 
and  his  ftature  was  feven  feet  high; 

Wherever  he  came,  they  quak’d  at  his  name, 
for  foon  he  would  make  them  to  fly. 

How  they  came  acquainted  I’ll  tell  you  in  brief, 
if  you  will  but  lillen  awhile. 

For  this  very  jeft  among  all  the  reft, 

I  think  it  may  caufe  you  to  fmile. 

For  Robin  '.iood  laid  to  his  jolly  bofvmen, 
pray  tffrfy  you  here  in  this  grove. 
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Whoever  falls  !n  i  the  other  fliall  win  * 
the  battle,  and  fo  we’ll  away. 

With  all  my  whole  heart,  the  ftranger  reply’d, 

I  fcorn  in  the  leaft  to  give  out ; 

This  said,  they  Fell  to  it,  without  more  difputc, 
and  their  ftaff*  they  did  flouriih  about. 

At  firft  Robin  Hood  gave  the  .ftranger  a  bang, 
fo  hard  that  it  made  bia  bones  ring  : 

The  ftranger  he  faid.  this  muft  be  repaid, 

1 11  give  you  as  good  as  you  bring. 

So  long  as  I’m  able  to  handle  a  ftaff, 
to  die  in  your  debt,  friend.  I  fcorn  i 

Then  to  it  both  goes,  and  folios  their  blows, 
as  if  they’d  been  tftralhing  cfcorn. 

The  ftranger  gave  Robin  a  knock  on  the  crown, 
which  caufed  the  blood  to  appear  }  . 

Then  Robin  enrag’d  more  fiercely  engag’d, 
and  follow’d  his  blows  more  fevere. 

So  thick,  and  fo  fall  he  dfd  lay  it  on  him, 
with  a  passionate  fury  and  ire  ; 

At  every  ftroke  be  made  him  to  fmoke, 
as  if  he  had  been  all  on  fire. 

O  then  in  a  fury  the  ftranger  he  grew, 
and  gave  him  a  terrible  look, 

And  with  it  a  blow,  which  laid  him  full  low} 
and  tumbl’d  him  into  the  brook. 

I  prithee,  good  fellow,  where  art  thou  now  l 
the  ftranger  in  laughter  he  cry’d  » 

Quoth  bold  Robin  Hood,  good  faith  in  the  flood 
and  floating  along  with  the  tide. 

I  needs  muft  acknowledge  thou  art  a  brave  soul, 
with  thee  I’ll  no  longer  contend  ; 

For  needs  muft  I.  fay,  thou  haft  got  the  day, 
our  battle  ftiatl  be  at  an  end.  . 

Then  unto  the  bank  he  did  preftntly  wade, 
and  pull’d  himfelf  out  by  a  thorn ; 
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Which  done,  at  the  laft,  he  blew  a  loud  blaft, 
ftraightway  on  his  fine  bugle  horn 
The  echo  of  which  thro’  the  v allies  did  ring, 
at  which  his  Rout  bowmen  appear’d. 

All  cloathed  in  green,  moft  gay  to  .be  feen, 
fo  up  to  their  mailer  they ,  fleer'd. 

O  what  is  the  matter  ?  quoth  Will  Stutely, 
good  nnafter,  you  are  wet  to  the  skin  ? 

No-  matter,  quoth  he,  the  lad  that  you  fee, 
in  fighting  hath  tumbled  me  in. 

He  (hall  not  go  fcot-free  the  other  reply’d, 
fo  ftraight  they  were  fciaipg  him  there. 

To  duck  him  likewife;  but  Robin  Hood  cries, 
he  is  a  ftout  fellow,  forbeat. 

There’s  no  one  Aial|  wrong  tbee,  friend-,  be  noy  afraid, 
thefe  bowmen  upon  rite  do  wait  ; 

There's  three  fcore  and  nine,  if  thou  wilt  be  mine, 
thou  (halt  have-  my  livery  ftraight. 

And  other  accoutrements  fitting  alfo, 
fpeak  up  jolly  blade  never  fear  ; 

I’ll  teach  you  alfo  the  ufe  of  t.hc  bow, 

■  to  -(hoot  at  the  fat  fallow  deer. 

O  here  is  my  hand,  the  ftranger  reply’d, 

I’ll  ferve  thee  with  all  my  whole  heart  ; 

My  name  is  John  Little,  a  man  of  good  mettle, 
ne’er  doubt  me,  but  Ilf  play  my  part. 

His  name  (hall  be  alter’d,  quoth  Will  Stutely, 
and  i  will  his  god-father  be  ; 

Prepare  then  a  feaft,  and  none  of  the  leaft, 
for  *we  will  be  merry,  quoth  he. 

They  prefently  fetch’d  him  a  brace  of  far  does, 
with  humming  ftrong  liquor  likewife  ; 

They  lov’d  what  was  goodj  fo  in  the  green  wood,.  ■ 
this  pretty  fteet  babe  theyjjaptfg’Ji. , 

He  was,  L  muft  tell  you,  but  feven  feet  high, 
and  may  be  an  ell  in  the  waift :  H  3 
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He  was  a  fweet  lad ;  much  feafting  they  had# 
bold  Rabin  the  chriitening  grac’d.  ' 

W it.h  ail  bis  bowmen,  who  ftood  in  a  ring# 
and  were  of  the  Nottingham  breed ; 

Brave  Stutely  came  then  with  seven  yeomen# 
and  did  in  this  manner  proceed^ 

This  infant  was  called  John  Little,  quoth  he, 
which  name  fhall  be  changed  anon'v 
The  word3  we’ll  tranfpofe ;  fo  where  ever  he  goes, 
his  name  (hall  be  call’d  Little  John. 

1  hey  all  with  a  fhout  made  the  elements  ring, 

^  fo  foon  as  the  office  was  o’er, 

To  feafting  they  went,  with  true  merriment. 

and  tippled  ftrong  liquor  golore. 

Then  Robin  he  took  tHe  pretty  fweet  babe, 

and  cloath’d  him  from  top  to  toe. 

In  garments  of  green  moft  gay  to  be  feed, 
and  gave  him  a  curious  long  bow. 

Thou  (halt  be  an  archer  as  well  as  the  beft, 
and  range  in  the  green  wood  with  us, 

Where  we  will  not  want  gold  or  filver,  behold, 
while  bifliops  have  ought  in  fheir  purfe. 

We  live  here  like  ’fquires  or  lords  of  renown, 
without  e’er  a  foot  of  free  land  ; 

W e  feaft  on  good  cheer,  with  wine,  ale  and  beer, 
and  every  thing  at  our  command. 

Then  with  mufic  and  dancing  they  finilh’d  the  day, 
at  length  when  the  fun  waxed  low,  •; 

Then  all  the  whole  train  the  grove  did  refrain, 
and  unto  their  caves  they  did  go.  * 

And  fo  ever  after  as  lotlg  as  they  liv’d,  N 
altho’ he  was  proper  and  tall, 

Yet  neveithelefs  the  truth  to  exprefs,  ‘  ' 

ftill  Little  John  they  did  him  call. 

*/i  -  % fl  i  '  '  •  •  "  ■  ' 
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23.  The  Bishop  of  Hereford's  JEntertammenthy  Robin  Hood} 
and  Little j  John,  fye.  in  fnerry  Barnsdale • 

SOME  they  wffl  talk  of  bold  Robin  Hood,  ; 

and  fome  of  batons  bold ;  •  •  •  ••  ■*-  • 

Butd’ll  tell  you  how  he  ferv’d  the  bifhop  of  Hereford, 
when  he  robb’d  him  of  all  his  gold. 

As  it  befel,  in  merry  Barnfdale, 
and  under  the  green  wood  tree; 

The  bilhop  of  Hereford  was  to  come  by, 
with  all  his  company.  ' 

Come,  kill  a  venifgn.  then  faid  Robin  Hood, 
come  kill  me  a  good  fat  deer. 

The  bilhop  of  Hereford’s  to  dine  with  me  to  day* 
and  he  Ihall  pay  for  his  cheer.  > 

Well  kill  of  the  venifon,  faid  bold  Robin  Hood* 
and  drefs  it  by  the  highway  fide,  <■ ' ' 

And  We  11  watch  the  bilhop  narrowly, 

left  fome  other  way  he  may  ride.  -  J 

Robin  Hood  dreft  himfelf  in  Ihepherd’s  array, 
and  fix  of  bis  men  alfo,  1 

A?nd  when  the  bilhop  of  Hereford  came  bv. 

they  about  the  fire  did  go. 

O  what  is  the  matter  then  faid  the  bilhop, 
or  for  whom  do  you  make  this  ado. 

Or  why  do  you  kill  the  king’s  venifon,  *  ' 
and  youp  company  is  fo  few.  <  f 

We  are  Ihepherds,  faid  bold  Robin  Hoo4 
and  keep  fijeep  all  the  year ; 
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And  we  are  dispos'd  tabte.tnertry  to-day, 
and  kill  of  the  king's  f»*  deer.  ' 

You  are  brave  fellows,  faid  the  bifhop, 
and  the  king  of  ydur  doings  (hall  know, 
Therefore  make  hafte  and  come  along  with 
for  before  the  king  you  (hall.  go. 


(aid  bold  Rotas  Hood, 


D  pardon !  O  pardoi 
O  pardon,  I  thee  pray  ; 

For  it  becomes  not  your  tordfhip’s  coat, 
to  take  fo  many  lives  away. 

No  pardon,  no  pardon,  fays  the  bilhop, 
no  pardon  I  thee  owe  ; 

Therefore  make  halt?,  and  come  along  with  me. 

for  before  the  king  you  (hall  go. 

Then  Robin  fee  his  back  againft  a  tree, 
and  his  foot  againflt  a  thorn, 

(And  from  underneath  his  (hepherd’s  coat, 
he  pull’d  out  his  bugle  horn. 

He  put  the  little  end  to  his.  mouth, 
and  a  loud  blaft  he  did  blow* 

Till  threefcore  and  ten  of  bold  Robin’s  men* 
came  marching  all  on  a'arort. 

All  making  obeifance  to  hold  Robin  Hood, 
’Twas  a  comely  fight  to  fee. 

What  is  the  matter,  matter,  (aid  Little  John, 
that  you  blow  fo  hastily  ?  * 

Q  here  is  the  bilhop  of  Hereford, 


and  no  pardon  we  (ha#  have  V 
put  off  his  head,  matter,  feid  Little  John, 
and  throw  hiip  into  his  grave.  ' 

P  pardon  !  O  pardon  !  faid  the  bilhop, 

O  pardon  I  thee  pmy  j  /■> 

For  if  I  had  known  it  had  been  you,  -  ■  < 

I’d  have  g<$e  foipe  other  tfay.  mo 
No  pardon,  no  .pardon*ftii&  Robin  Hood, 

no  pardw^^hqHBiltblcd ,'fcisi 

■iff  ' ' .  .ra;  :  i-"?'  ‘V 
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Therefore  make  hafte.wnd  come  along. with  me> 
for  to  merry  Barnfdale  you  fhall  go.  y; 
Then  Rohin  took  the  biftiop  by  thehan«l,!.: 

and  led  him  to  merry  Barnfdale,  -  uq  - 
He  made  him  flay,  and  dine  with  hula  that  -day* 
and -  to  d£ink  wine,  beer  and  ale. 

Call  id  the  reckoning,  laid.  the  bifltop,  . 

•  for  I  think  it  grows  wound’rous  high  ?>  • 
Lend  me  your  purfe,  matter ,  faid  Little  John, 
and  1  11  tell  you  by*and-by:  . 

Then  Little  John  took  the  biihop’s  cloak. 

and  fpread  it  Upon  the  ground,  ' 

And  ont  of  the  biihop’s  portmanteau, 
he  told  three  hundred  pounds. . 

Here’s  money  enough,  matter,  faid  Little  John, 
and  a  comely  fight  tistofec.}  ^ 

It  makes  me  in  charity  with  the  biihtop,  -  ■«> 
tho’  he  heartily  ioveth  not  me.  .  i 

Robin  Hood  took  the  biihop  by  the  hand, 
and  hecaufed  the  mufic  to  play  ; 

And  he  made  the  bifhop  dance  in  his  boots, 
and  glad  he  could  fo  get  away. 


24.  Robin  Hood  rescuing  the  three  9 Squires  from  Nottingham 
>  Gallows .  •  / 

BOLD  Robin  Hood  ranging  theforeft  afl  round’ 
the  foreft  all  round  ranged  he^*  ‘ 

0  there  he  did  meet  with  a  lady  gay,  '  •*■*> 

(he  came  weeping  along  the  highway. 
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Why  weep  you  ?  why  weep  you  ?  bold  Robin  he  faid, 
what  weep  you: for  gold  or  fee? 

Or  do  you  weep  for  your  maidenhead, 
that  histakea  from  you* ’body  $■  '  '• 

I  weep  not  for  gold  the  lady  reply'd,  v 
neither  do  f  weep  for  fee,  %  v 
Nor  do  I  weep  for  my-  maidenhead  -IF  ■ 
that  is  taken  front  My  body- 
What  weep  you  for  theft;' faid  jolly  Robin, 

I  prithee  come  tell -unto  met 
Oh  !  f  do  weep  for  my  three  fons,  . 

for  they  are  all  condemned  to  die. 

What  church  have  they  robbed,  faid  jolly  Robin, 
or  what  pariflt  prieft  have  they  (lain  ? 

What  maids  have  they  forc'd  againft  their  will, 
or  with  other  men’s  wires  have  they  lain  f 
No  church  they  have  robb’d,  this  lady  reply’d, 
no  parifh  pridft  have  they  flain  s 
No  maids  have  they' forc'd  againft  their  will, 
nor  with  other  men’s  wives  have  tbey  lain. 

What  have  they  donerthen,  faid  joHy  Robin, 
come  tell  me  moft  fpeedily  ?  "  ‘  ‘ 

Oh  !  it  is  for  killing  the  king's  fallow  deer,  •> 

and  they  are.  all  condemned  to.  die.  . _ _  _ 

Get  you  home,  get  you  bonne,  faid  juRy  Robin, 
get  you  home  moft  fpeedily,  '  '  , 

And  I  will  unto  fair  Nottingham  go, 
for  the  fake  of  the  'fquires  all  three. 

Then  bold  Robin  Hood  for  Nottingham  goes 
For  Nottingham  town  goes  he, 

O  there  did  he  meet  with  a  poor  beggar  man, 
he  came  creeping  along  the  highway. 

What  news,  what  news  thou  old  beggar  man, 
what  news  come  tell  unto  me  ? 

O  there’s  weeping  and  wailing  in  Nottingham, 
for  the  death  of  the  ’squires  all  three. 
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This  hgggiV  malr  Had  a  cannon  his  bach,, 

*twas  neither  jgrten,  yellow,  nor  red ;  ( , 

Bold  Robin  Hood  thought  %was  no  disgrace, 
to  be  in  the  beggar  man’s  ft<»d. 

"  Come,  puU  of  thy  coat,  thou  old  beggar  man, 
aftdthou  (haltp#onmine,.  \.  -  t 

And  forty  good  drillings  I’ll  give  thee  to  boot, 
besides  brandy,  good  beeryale,  and  wine. 

Bold  Robin  Hood  then  unto  Nottingham  came, 
unto  Nottingham  tbwncame  he  ; ' 

O  there  did  he  meet"  with  great  mafter;  Iheriff, 
aye,  and  likewifethe  ’fquires  all  three; 

One  boon,  one  boon,  faid  jolly  Robin, 

one  boon  I  beg  on  my  knee,  ,  % 

-That  as  for  the  death  of  thcfe  three  ’fqmres;-' 

^  their  hangman  I  may  be.  '  ;  r 

Soon  granted,  foon  granted,  fays  mafter  {hefiff, 
foon  grant  it  I  wtllunto  thee  ; 

And  you  fhall  have  all  their-  gay  ‘cloathing, 
aye  and  all  their  white  money  J 
O,  I  will  have  none  of  their  gay  cloathing, 
nor  none  of  their  white  money ; 

But  I'll -have  three  blafts  on  my  bugle  horn; 

that  their  fouls  to  heaven  may^ee.  * 

'When  Robin  mounted  the  gallows  fo  high, 

«  where  he  blew  loud  and  fhrill. 

Till  a  hundred  and  ten  of  Robin  Hood’s  men, 
came  marching  down  the  giyen  hill.  \ 

Whofe  men  are  they,  fays  mafter'  fheriff, 
whole  men  are;  they,  come  tell  unto  me  ? 

O  they  are  mine,  but  none  of  thine, 

and  are  come  for  the  ’fquires  all  three.  •> 

O  take  them  1 0  take  them,  fays  grekt  mafter  Iheriff/ 
O  take  them  along  with  thee  $ 

For  there’s  never  a  man  in  fair  Nottingham, 
can  do  the  like  of  thee. 


25.  The  King’s  Disguise  and  Friendship  with  Robin  Hood. 

KING  RICHARD  hearing  of  the  pranks, 
of  Robin  Hood  and  his  men. 

He  much  admir’d,  and  more  defir 'd, 
to  fee  both  him  and  them. 

Then  wich  a  dozen  of  his. lords,. 

to  Nottingham  he  rode* 

When  he  came  there  he  made  good  cheer,  ' 
and  took  up  his  abode,  -  V 

He  having  Raid  there  fojpe  time, 
but  had  no  hopes  to  Tpeed, 

He  and  his  lords,  with  one  accord, 
all  put  on  monk’s  weeds. 

From  Fountain  Abbey  they  did  ride, 
down  to  Barnsdale ; 

Where  Robin  Hood  prepared  Rood, 
all  company  to  afiail. 

The  king  was  higher  than  the  reil, 
and  Robin  thought  he  had 
An  abbot  been,  whom  he  had  fpleen, 
to  rob  him  he  was  glad. 

He  took  the  king’s  horse  hy  the  head, 
abbot,  fays  he  abide ; 

1  am  bound  to  sue  fuch  knaves  as.you, 

.1 _ .'C  _ _ i _ 


Near  to  this  place  his  royal  grace, 

to  fpeak  with  thee  does  ftay.  . 

God  lave  the  king,  faidRobin  Hood, 

•  and  all  that.wifl»  him 'well ; 

Jie  that  denies  his  fovereignty,  -  .  - 

I  with  he  was  id  hell. 

O  thou'thdTeif  curfes,  faysthe  kiqg, 
for  thou  a  traitor  art : 

Nay,  but  that  yob  are  his  meflengers, 

I  fwear  you  lie  in  heart. ' 

For  I  never  yet  hurt  any  man, 
that  hoireft  is  and  true  ? 

But  thofe  who  give  their  minds  to  live, 
upon  other  mcn’s-due. 

I  never  hurt  the  huibandmaji, 
that  ufe  to  till  the  ground  ,♦  ^ 

Nor  fpill  their  blood  who  range  the  wood, 
b  who  follow  hawk  or  hound, 
vMy  chiefeft  fpite  to  clergy  is, 

who  in  thefe  days  bear  great  fway ; 

Of  friars  and  monks,  and  their  fine  fpunks, 

I  make  my  chiefeft  prey. 

But  I  am  very  glad,  fays  Robin  Hood, 
that  I  have  met  you  here  ; 

Come,  before  we  end,  you  lhall,  my  friend, 
tafte  of  onr  green  wood  cheer. 

The  king  he  then  did  marvel  much, 
and  so  did  all  his  men  ; 

They  thought  with  fear,  what  kindof  cheer, 
Robin  would  provide  for  them, 

Robin  took  the  king’s  horfe  by  the  head, 
and  led  him  to  his  tent  ,* 

Thou  fhould’ft,  not  be  fo  ua*d»  quoth  he, 
but  that  my  king  thee  fent. 

Nay,  more  than  that,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 
fpr  good  king  Richard’s  lake. 
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If  you  had  as  much  gold  as  ever  I  told, 

I  would  not  one  penny  take. 

Then  Robin  fet  his  horn  to  his  mouth 
and  a  loud  blaft  he  did  blow. 

Till  a  hundred  and  ten  of  Robin  Hood’s  men" 
came  marching  kll  in  a  row.  * 

And  when  they  came  bold  Robin  before, 
each  matt  did  ,bend  his  knee, 

O,  thought  the  king  ’tis  a  gallant  thing, ' 
and  a  feemly  fight  to  fee. 

Within  himfelf  the  king,  did  fay, 
thefe  men  of  Robin  Hood’s, 

More  humble  be  than  mine  to  me ; 

fo  the  court  may  learn  of  the  woods, 
bo  then  they  all  to  dinner  went, 
upon  a  <#pet  green ; 

■Black,  yellow,  red,  finely  mingled, 
moft  curious  to  be  feen. 

Venifon  and  fowls  were  plenty  there, 

■  with  fifh  out  of  the  river  j 
King  Richard  fwore,-on  fea  amj  fliore, 
he  never  was  feafted  better*.  ,  -  ’ 

Then  Robin  takes  a  can  of  ale,  ’ 
come  let  us  now  begin, 

And  every  man  fhall  have  his  can, 
here’s  a  health  unto  the  king. 

The  king  himfelf  drank  to  the  king, 
fo  round  about  it  went : 

Two  barrels  of  ale,  both  flout  and  ftale, 
to  pledge  that  health  was  fpent. 

And  -after  that  a  bowl  of  wine, 
in  his  hand  took  Robin  Hood, 

Until  I  die,  i  ’ll  drink  wine,  faid  he, 
while  I. Ijve  in  the  green  wood.  * 

Bead  all  yoimbows,  faid  Robin  Hood, 
and  with  the  grey  goofe  wing, 
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Such  fports  now  (how,  as  you  would  do, 
in  the  prefence  of  the.  king. 

They  (hewed  fuch  brave  archery, 
by  cleaving  flicks  and  wands. 

That  the  king  did  fay,  fuch  men  as  they 
live  not  in  many  lands. 

Well,  Robin  Hood,  then  fays  the  king, 
if  I  could  thy  pardon  get, 

To  ferve  the  king  in  every  thing, 
would’ft  thou  thy  mind  firm  fet  ? 

Yes,  with  all  my  heart,  bold  Robin  Hood  laid, 
fo  they  flung  off  their  hoods. 

To  ferve  the  king  in  every  thing, 

they  fwore  they  would  fpend  their  bloods. 
For  a  clergyman  was  firft  ray  bane, 
which  makes- me  hate  them  all ; 

But  if  you  will  be  fo  kind  to  me, 

love  them  again  I  (hall.  < 

The  king  no  longer  could  forbear, 
for  he  was  mov’d  with  truth, 

Robin  faid  he,  I’ll  now  tell  thee, 

the  very  naked  truth.  » '  ‘  -  . 

I  am  thy  king,  tHy  fovefeign  king, 
that  appears  before  you  all ; 

When  Robin  faw  that  it  Was  he, 
then  ftraight  he  down  did  fall. 

Stand  up  again,  then  faid  the  ktng, 

I  thee  thy  pardon  give. 

Stand  up  my  friend,  who  can  contend, 
when  I  give  leave  to  live.  '  t 

So  they  are  all  goi\e  to  Nottingham, 
all  (homing  as  they  came. 

And  when  the  people  them  did  fee, 
they  thought  the  king  was  llain. 

And  for  thit  caufe  the  outlaws  were  come, 
to  rule  all  as  (hey  lift}  I  2  ,  . 


And  them  to  (hun,  which  way  to  runy 
the  people  did  not  w:ift. 

The  ploughman  left  the  plow  in  the  fi?ld, 
the  fmith  ran  from  hia  iliop  ; 

Old  folks  alfo,  that  could  Ccarce  go, 

over  their  fticka  did  hop. 

The  king  did  foon  let  them  underftand, 
he  had  been  in  the  green  wood. 

And  from  that  day,  forevermore, 

he’d  forgiven  Robin  Hood.  *' 

When  that  the  people  they  did  hear, 
and  the  truth  was  known, 

.They  all  did  ling,  God  fave  the  king, 
hang  care,  the  town’s  out  own. 

What’s  that  Robin  Hood  i  then  faid  the  flieriff, 
that  varlet  I  do  hate. 

Both  me  and  mine  he  caufed  to  dine’, 
and  ferved  us  all  with  one  plate. 

Ho  !  ho!  faid  Robin,  I  know  .what  you  mean, 
come,  take  your  gold  again  ; 

Be  friends  with  me,  and  I  with  thee, 
and  fo  with  every  man.  ^ 

Now  matter  fheriff  you  are  paid, 
and  fince  you  are  the  beginner, 

As  well  as  you,  give  me  my  due, 
for  you  ne’er  paid  far  that  dinner. 

But  if  that  it  fliould  pleafe  the  king, 
fo  much  your  houfe  to  grace :  r 

To  fup  with  you,  for  to  fpeak  true, 

I  know  you  ne’er  was  bafe. 

The  iheriff  could  not.  that  gainfay, 
for  a  trick  was  put  upon  him ; 

A  fupper  was  dreft  the  king  was  a  guefl;,  - 
But  jbf  thought  it  would  have  undone  him,  • 
TheMrfMjpl  gone  to  London  court, 
jgjiffr'Hood  and  all  his  train j 


e  once  was  there  a  noble  peer, 
and  know  he’s  there  again.  ^ 
any  fuch  pranks  brave  Robin  played 
while  he  liv’d  in  the  green  wood  : 
ow  my  friends  attend,  and  hear  an  end 
pf  honeft  Robin  Hood. 


'* '  26.  Robin  Hood  and  the  Golden  Arrow. 

TXJ'HEN  as  the  iheriff  of  Nottingham, 
v  t  was  come  with  mickle  grief ; 

He  talk’d  no  good  of  Robin  Hood, 
that  ftrong  and  fturdy  thief. 

So  unto  London  road  he  paft, 
his  Ioffes  to  unfold; 

To  king  Richard,  who  did  regard, 
the  tale  tnat  he  had  told. 

Why,  quoth  the  king,  wKat  lhall  I  do  / 
art  thop  not  iheriff  for  me; 

The  law  is  in  force  to  take  itscourfe,, 
of  them  that  injure  ' thee. 

Go,  get  thee  gonfe,  and  by  thyfclf, 
devife  fome  tricking  game. 

For  to  inthral  yon  rebels  all, 
go,  take  thy  courfe  With  them. 

So  away  the  iheriff  he  ritpra’d, 
and  by  the  way  he  thought, 

Of  the  words  oftheking^apd  ^pw;<tho  thing, 
to  pafs' might  well  ,  Irj 


(  *6*  ) 

For  within  his  mind  he  imagined, 
that  when  fuch  matches  were, 

Thofe  outlaws  ftout,  without  all  doubt, 
would  be  the  bowmen  there, 

So  an  arrow  with  a  golden  head, 
and  a  lhaft  of  fdver  white, 

Who  won  the  day,  (hould  bear  away, 
for  his  own  proper  right.  ' 

Tidings  came  to  bold  Robin  Hood, 
-nnder  the  green  wood  tree  , 

Com*  prepare  you  then,  my  merry  men. 
We’ll  go  yon  fport-  to  fee. 

With  that  ftept  forth  a  brave  young  man, 
David  of  Doncafter, 

Mafter  faid  he  be  rul’d  by  me, 

from  the  green  wood  we’ll  not  ftir  ; 

To  tell  the  truth,  I’m  well  inform’d 
yon  match  it  is  a  wile, 

The  Iheriff  I  wift  devises  this, 
us  archers  to  beguiie. 

Thou  fmell’ft  of  a  coward,  faid  Robin, 
thy  words  do  not  pleafe  me ;  * 

Gome  on’t  what  will,  I’ll  try  my  skill, ! 

at  yon  brave  archery,  , 

O  then  befpoke  brave  Little  John, 
come  thither  let  us  gang  ; 

Come  liften  to  me  how  it  muft  be, 
that  we  need  not  be  ken’d. 

Our  mantles  of  Lincoln  green, 
behind  us  we  will  leave  ; 

We’ll  drefs  us  all  fo  feveral, 
they  (hall  not  us  perceive. 

One  (hall  wear  white,  another  red, 
one  yellow  and  another  blue  ; 

Thus  in  disguife,  to  the  exercifc, 
we’ll  gang  whate’er  enfue. 


-  ’  (  104  )f 

Thefc  outlaws  there,  that  very  day, 
to  (hun  all  hind  of  doubt. 

By  three  or  four,  no  lefs  nor  morey 
as  they  went  in  came  out* 

Until  they  all  affembled  wen;, 
under  the  green  wood  (hade. 

Where  they  relate  in  pleafant  fport, 

1  what  brave  pastime  they  piade* 

Says  Robin  Hood,  all  my  careis, 
how  that  yon  (heriff  may,  ; 

Know  certainly  that  it  was  I, 
that  bore  his  arrow  away. 

Says  Little  John,  my  counfel  g0od,( 
did  take  effea  before  ; 

So  therefore  novy,  if  you’ll  allow, 

I  will  advife  once  more* 

Spe?k  on,  speak  on,  faid  Robin  Hood, 

*"■  tby  wit’s  both  quick  and  found, 

J  know  no  man,  among  us  can, 

‘  fqf  wit,  like  thee  be  found. 

This  I  advife,  faid  Little  John 
'  that  a  letter  lhallbe  penn’d  ; 

And  when  it  is  done,  to  Nottingham 
you  to  the  fheriff  (hall  fend. 

This  is  well  advifed  faid  Robin  Hood, 
but  how  muft  it  be  fent  ?  ,  ,  . 

Pugh  !  when  you  pleafc—'tis  done  with  eaje, 

a  matter— bey oq  content. 

rii  ftick  it  on  my  arrow’s  head, 

!  and  (hoot  it  into  the  town, . 

The  mark  will  mow  where  it  pfiuft  go, 
wherever  it  lights  down. 

The  project  it  was  well  perform  d, 

A  the  '  fheriff  that  letter  had,  ^  . 

Which  when  he  read  he  fcratch  d  his 
'’and  rav’d  .like  on«.  that’s  mad.  •  v 


in  Hood  and  the  Valiant-  Kmgui; 

Account  of  hit  Death  add  Burial. 

-*!  Robin  Hood,  atid  hi*  merry  men 

had_  reigtied  *  Wt  .  , 


wh™ 

the  kin  was  then  told  that  they  had  been  t»9* 
to  hi*  bilhops  and  noble  peers 
Therefore  they  called  a  council  of  ltate, 
to  know  What  was  belt  to  be  done,  > 
For  to  quell  their  pride,  or  etfe  they  reply  d, 
the  land  would  be  over-run.  f  ; 

Having  confulted  a  whole  fummer  *  day, 

at  length  it  was  agreed,  ,  ; 

That  one  (hould  he  fent  to  try  the  event,  t 

and  fetch  him  away  Wuh  fpeed 

Therefore  a  t  ufty  and  worthy  knight,  - 
tVie  kifrff  was  pleas’d  to  callj 
Sir  William  by  name— when  to  him  he  came 
He  told  him  his  pleafu.es  aH. 

Go  from  hence  to  hold  Robiu  Hood, 
and  bid  him  without  more  ado. 

Surrender  himfelf,  or  elle  the  proud  ell. 


(  io6  )  '  /  ' 

Of  excellent  art  for  to  take  thy  part, 
in  glittering  armour  bright. 

Then  ftid  the  knight,  my  fovereign  liege, 
by  methey  ihall  be  led,  +  /; 

I’ll  venture  my  blood  againft  bold  Robin  Hood, 
and  bring  him  alive  or  dead. 

One  hundred  men  were  chofen  ftraight, 
as  propej*  a#  e’er  meti  faiy  : '  •  ■  ^ 

One  JVJidfummerday  they  marched  away, 
to  conquer  that  brave  outlaw  V  -  . 

With  long  yew  bows  and  Aiming' fpegrfy 
they  march'd  in  mickle  pride, !  v  . 

And  never  delay’d,  or  halted,  or  ftay ’d , 

’till  they  came  to  the  green  wood  fide. 

'Said  he  to  Itys  archers,  tarry  here, 
and  your  bows  make  ready  all. 

That  if  heed  Ihould  be,  you  may  follow  me, 
and  fee  that  you  obferve  my  call, 

-I’ll  go  in  perfon,  hr  ft,  he  cry  d, 
with  the  letters  of  nry  good  king. 

Both  fign’d  and  ieal’d  and  if  he'll  yield, 
we  need  not  dra  w  pne  ftring 
He  wander’d  about  ’till  at  length  he  came, 
to  the  tent  of  Robin  Hood, 

The  letter  he  {hews  :  bold  Robin  arofe, 
and  there  on  his  guard  he  ftood. 

They’d  have  me  furrender  quoth  bold  Robin, 
and- lie  at  his  mercy  then,* 

But  tell  them  from  me,  that  never  {ball  be, 
while  I  have  fevenfeore  men. 

Sir  William  the  knight,  both  hardy  and  bold, 
did  offer  to  feize  him  there. 

Which  William  Lockfley  by  fortune  did  fee, 
and  bid  him  that  trick  forbear. 

Then  Robin  Hood  fet  his  born  to  his  mouth, 
and  blew  a  blaft  or  twain. 


the  archers  came  all  amain; 

Sir  Wiliam  with  care  he  drew  tip  his  menj 
and  plac  d  them  in  battle  array* 

Bold  Robin,  we  find,  he  was  not  behind, 
now  this  was  a  bloody  fray. 

The  archer  on  both  Tides  bent  their  bows, 
and  clouds  of  arrows  flew, 

Ihe  very,  fir  ft  fight  this  honoured  k  night, 
did  there  bid  the  world  adieu 
Yet  neverthelefr  their  fight  did  laft, 
from  morning  till  almost  noon  ; 

Both  parties  were  flout  and  loath  to  give  tiut,’ 
This  was  on  the  laft  of  June. 

At  length  they  went  off:  one  party  they  went 
for  London,  with  free  good  will  ? 

And  Robin  Hood  he,  to  the  green  wood  tree, 
and  there  he  was  taken  ill 
He  Tent  for  a  monk  to  let  him  blood, 
who  took  his  life  away; 

Now  this  being  done,  his  archers  they  run, 
it  was  not  time  for  to  ftay^ 

Some  went  on  board  and  crofs  d  the  feas. 

to  Flanders,  France,  and  Spain, 

And  others  to  Rome,  for  fear  of  their'  dobnr, 
but  foon  returned  again.  ,,  ' 

Thus  he  that  never  fear’d  bow  no t  fpear, 
was  murder’d  by  letting  blood  s  - 
And  fo  loving  friends,  the  ftory  doth  end, 
of  vahant  bold  Robin  Hood 
There’s  nothing  remains  but  his  epitaph  now#' 
which  reader,  here  you  have 
To  this  very  day  read  it  you  may. 

'  88  k  upon  hit  grate,  > 
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